
 1 

Live by faith no matter what storm you face? 

 

(A message to help us realise that no matter what happens in our lives, God’s Word remains the 

same and we need to know the He is with us in the centre of the storm).  
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Dr. Ian F. Loughor-Clarke, Pastor 
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Main Scripture: 

 

Matthew 8:23-27 (NIV) 

Jesus Calms the Storm 
23 Then he got into the boat and his disciples followed him. 24 Without warning, a furious storm 

came up on the lake, so that the waves swept over the boat. But Jesus was sleeping. 25 The disciples 

went and woke him, saying, “Lord, save us! We’re going to drown!”  
26 He replied, “You of little faith, why are you so afraid?” Then he got up and rebuked the winds 

and the waves, and it was completely calm.  
27 The men were amazed and asked, “What kind of man is this? Even the winds and the waves 

obey him!” 

 

Introduction: 

 

Well good morning to you all and to all those viewers on YouTube and those that are listening on 

iTunes or podcast. It is such an honour and privilege to have you connecting and sharing this time 

with us. 

 

I would encourage all of you that were not here the last few weeks to go and listen to the sermons, 

which was a series on the most important person on planet earth. You can listen via YouTube or via 

you phone or on podcast. Go and subscribe to our YouTube channels and you will automatically 

get all the new videos coming to you.  

 

My Title this morning is: Live by faith no matter what storm you face? 

 

Matthew 8:23-27 (NIV) 

Jesus Calms the Storm 
23 Then he got into the boat and his disciples followed him. 24 Without warning, a furious storm 

came up on the lake, so that the waves swept over the boat. But Jesus was sleeping. 25 The disciples 

went and woke him, saying, “Lord, save us! We’re going to drown!”  
26 He replied, “You of little faith, why are you so afraid?” Then he got up and rebuked the winds 

and the waves, and it was completely calm.  
27 The men were amazed and asked, “What kind of man is this? Even the winds and the waves 

obey him!” 

 

The passage is loaded with so much truth and principles so let us have a careful look. 
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1. Live Life One Day at a Time. 

 

Matthew 8:23 (NIV) 
23 Then he got into the boat and his disciples followed him.  

 

I believe that the most important thing is that we learn to live one day at a time to the glory of God 

and enjoy the process of life. Life is more about a journey than a destination and the journey that 

we travel is at all times, to bring glory to God and to help form us so that we become more like 

Him. 

 

James 4:13-14 (NIV)  

Boasting About Tomorrow 
13 Now listen, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year 

there, carry on business and make money.” 14 Why, you do not even know what will happen 

tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes.  

 

2. Live life with God in the centre. 

 

Matthew 8:23 (NIV) 
23 Then he got into the boat and his disciples followed him. 

 

Let's make sure that we begin our day with God. 

 

3. Live life to the full whether you’re handed a blessing or a storm. 

 

Matthew 8:24 (NIV) 
24 Without warning, a furious storm came up on the lake,  

 

We will not be forewarned when a trial, tribulation, hardship or storm is about to hit our lives. 

 

Sometimes storms come suddenly and without warning into our lives and when we least expect it. 

 

John 16:33 (NIV) 
33 “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have 

trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” 

 

We need to know that as long as we live on this earth we will have troubles, but the blessed 

assurance for us is that Jesus Christ has overcome, and we are partakers of His victory. 

 

Storms will continue to come during our life times, however are we going to fall when the storms 

come or are we going be able to stand? This is what we need to know, and that is how to stand in 

the storm and not get knocked down and, if we are knocked down, we need to know how to get up 

and let it go, and go on with our journey. 

 

Never ever be deceived into believing that God is not present in your life, just because you are in a 

storm in your life.  

 

 Health storms 

 Emotional storms 
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 Physical storms 

 Financial storms 

 Loss of loved ones and I can carry on with many others.  

 

Undetectable or secret storms where others think that you are fine, however you are presently going 

through an incredible storm in your life.  

 

Just because you don’t see God does not mean that He is not present. Remember that you cannot 

see in a storm and that is why you have to walk by faith.  It is in the midst of the storms of life that 

you learn and understand the love of God like no other time in your life.  

 

Many times, in life, God makes us promises, but it is only when a storm comes that our faith is 

tested and then we really end up knowing whether we are walking by faith or by sight...  

 

You might be asking: ……… 

 

 How can God be with me and my child gets cancer? 

 How can God be a loving God when my spouse is divorcing me? 

 How can God allow my husband to get cancer without warning? 

 How can God allow me to go bankrupt when I have served him faithfully for years? 

 How can my child die and believe that God is with me? 

 

Giving simplistic explanations under complicated situations results in doubtful 

interpretations. 

Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke 

 

Lift up your head and start, boldly, to hold onto the promises of God and forget what is around you 

and start to believe in the supernatural workings of God.  

 

Never ever think that you can disobey God and prosper, as this is insanity. You might prosper in 

one or two areas of life, but you will not prosper in all areas. There are many rich people, but they 

are poor emotionally and spiritually and mentally. 

 

Many people violate the ways of God and then don’t understand why things are going the way they 

are in their lives. Many people that go to church never tithe to their church and wonder why they 

are not blessed. Many people that call themselves Christians shack up together with their boyfriend 

or girlfriend when God says that fornication is wrong.  

 

You can violate the ways of God, but do not expect to be blessed, because you will not be. 

 

People might be jealous of you because you have a wedding venue, but they don’t know the 

millions that you are indebted to and don’t have any idea how stressed you are about having to 

make sure payments are made especially when you don’t have the money.  People might be envious 

of the promotion that you got at work, but they do not know the incredible pressure that you now 

have at work and the long hours that you are expected and forced to work to get the job done.  

 

The storm does not negate the presence of God. 

 

Are you more aware of the storm or God in the center of your storm? 
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          Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke 

 

We tend to be so focused on the storms in our lives that we are not even aware of God in the midst 

of our storm. 

 

There are times in life that storms or troubles or hardship come our away so that we can get to a 

point of complete and utter despair, shock and tremendous sadness and sometime even feel that we 

are not going to be able to bear the heartache and the agony.   

 

Jesus said: “Come unto Me, all you who are weary and heavily burdened, and I will give you rest.” 

 

May you never forget that the Holy Spirit is there to envelop you with his love and to comfort you 

and to help you to know that He is with you even in the storm that you may going through in life. 

 

Romans 10:13 
13 For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. 

 

4. Live life to the glory of God irrespective of the magnitude of the storm! 

 

Matthew 8:24 (NIV) 
24 Without warning, a furious storm came up on the lake, so that the waves swept over the boat.  

 

Matthew used the word seismos (furious storm) which means a quake or a trembling eruption of sea 

and sky. Matthew again uses the same word in Matthew 27:51–54 at Jesus’ death at Calvary and 

again in Matthew 28:2 when Jesus arose from the dead.  

 

5. Live life with God in the centre even if your life capsizes! 

 

Matthew 8:24 (NIV) 
24 Without warning, a furious storm came up on the lake, so that the waves swept over the boat.  

 

We need to just learn to be unstirred during the storms of life. 

 

Storms are there to make you and not to break you!!! 

 

5. Live life and don't be moved in your faith.  

 

Matthew 8:24b (NIV) 
24bBut Jesus was sleeping.  

 

Jesus was not just not fazed by the storm, He went a step further and even slept during the storm.   

 

God won’t always remove our burdens, but He will give us the strength to accept them, to 

learn and grow from them and that is the key. 

 

6. Live life and remember to run to God for help. 

 

Matthew 8:25a (NIV) 
25a The disciples went and woke him, saying,  
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I pray that you may find God in the middle of your storm. 

 

7. Live life but do not become fearful. 

 

Matthew 8:25 (NIV) 
25 The disciples went and woke him, saying, “Lord, save us! We’re going to drown!”  

 

Psalm 23:4 (NIV)  
4     Even though I walk  

through the valley of the shadow of death,a 

I will fear no evil,  

for you are with me;  

your rod and your staff,  

they comfort me.  

 

2 Timothy 1:7 (NIV) 
7 For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, of love and of self-discipline.  

 

Fear knocks on all of our doors, but just don't invite it in for dinner and don't ever offer it a 

bed for the night. 

 

Some aspects of fear are good as they keep us safe from danger, but an inappropriate response to 

fear is becoming overwhelmed. This is against the will of God and we need to guard our hearts 

from allowing fear in. 

 

8. Live life full of faith, knowing that God is with you no matter what goes on. 

 

Matthew 8:26 (NIV) 
26 He replied, “You of little faith, why are you so afraid?”  

 

9. Live life and speak to the storm in faith. 

 

Matthew 8:26b (NIV)  
26b Then he got up and rebuked the winds and the waves, and it was completely calm.  

 

We need to learn to speak to our great storms in life with great authority from on high. 

 

10. Live life and don’t let storms destroy you, but rather form you.  

 

Matthew 8:27 (NIV) 
27 The men were amazed and asked, “What kind of man is this? Even the winds and the waves obey 

him!” 

 

John 10:10 (NIV) 
10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and 

have it to the full.  
                                                           

a  Or through the darkest valley 
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Conclusion: 

 

Are you and I going to hear the voice of fear and sorrow at a time like this or the voice of God 

during this storm in your life?  Do you know that this is going to be our choice? 

 

Romans 8:31 
31 What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us? 

 

Romans 8:37–39 
37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am 

convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, d neither the present nor the future, 

nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate 

us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

PRAY: 

 

Let us stand repent of doing things to try to help God instead of just doing what he says and being 

faithful. 

      

Amen. 

 

 
This sermon was preached by Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke at Haenertsburg Christian Church on the  

27th May 2018. (c) Dr. Ian F. Loughor-Clarke, Haenertsburg Christian Church.  

For more sermons from Ian go to http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za  Except where 

otherwise noted, Scripture quotations are from the International Version Bible, Copyright © 1985 

by The Zondervan Corporation.  Used by permission. 

All rights reserved. 
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