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Joseph the shadow of Jesus Christ 

 

(A message to help us realize the incredible importance of Joseph and how much it actually helps 

us better to understand the Messiah and the assurance of salvation that we can have in Jesus).  
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Main Scripture: 

 

Genesis 37:1–4 (NIV) 
1Jacob lived in the land where his father had stayed, the land of Canaan.  

2 This is the account of Jacob.  

Joseph, a young man of seventeen, was tending the flocks with his brothers, the sons of Bilhah 

and the sons of Zilpah, his father’s wives, and he brought their father a bad report about them.  
3 Now Israel loved Joseph more than any of his other sons, because he had been born to him in 

his old age; and he made a richly ornamented robe for him. 4 When his brothers saw that their father 

loved him more than any of them, they hated him and could not speak a kind word to him. 

 

Introduction: 

 

Well good morning to you all and to all those viewers on YouTube and those that are listening on 

iTunes or podcast. It is such an honour and privilege to have you connecting and sharing this time 

with us. 

 

The first 11 chapters of the book of Genesis spans 2000 years and the last 39 chapters are 

dominated by 4 men named: Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Joseph. Joseph is spoken about from 

chapter 37 through all the way to chapter 50, which means that 13 chapters are given to his life, 

which means that there is a tremendous amount that God is wanting us to learn from his life.  It is 

critically important for us to know the future and what God is doing and how He works, and 

Joseph’s life give us a glimpse.  

 

We are going to be starting a series on the life of Joseph and we are going to be richly blessed as 

we study God and His Word. This is a series that you will not want to miss, but the blessing is that 

if you do you will be able to catch it on YouTube. Please can I ask that you subscribe to our 

channels, so you are notified when a new video is uploaded and also so that we can improve our 

ranking and get more people to be touched and transformed by God’s Word.  

 

We are going to go through Joseph’s life and learn a tremendous amount because most of us that 

are living are going to experience much of the same lessons, but just in another form and to a 

different degree or extent. So, it will be fitting to study his life and learn the amazing lessons we 

can from His life.  
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Genesis 37:1–4 (NIV) 
1Jacob lived in the land where his father had stayed, the land of Canaan.  

2 This is the account of Jacob.  

Joseph, a young man of seventeen, was tending the flocks with his brothers, the sons of Bilhah 

and the sons of Zilpah, his father’s wives, and he brought their father a bad report about them.  
3 Now Israel loved Joseph more than any of his other sons, because he had been born to him in 

his old age; and he made a richly ornamented robe for him. 4 When his brothers saw that their father 

loved him more than any of them, they hated him and could not speak a kind word to him. 
5 Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers, they hated him all the more. 6 He said 

to them, “Listen to this dream I had: 7 We were binding sheaves of grain out in the field when 

suddenly my sheaf rose and stood upright, while your sheaves gathered around mine and bowed 

down to it.” 
8 His brothers said to him, “Do you intend to reign over us? Will you actually rule us?” And 

they hated him all the more because of his dream and what he had said. 
9 Then he had another dream, and he told it to his brothers. “Listen,” he said, “I had another 

dream, and this time the sun and moon and eleven stars were bowing down to me.” 
10 When he told his father as well as his brothers, his father rebuked him and said, “What is this 

dream you had? Will your mother and I and your brothers actually come and bow down to the 

ground before you?” 11 His brothers were jealous of him, but his father kept the matter in mind. 

 

I can tell you that Joseph went through just about every emotion that you possibly could go 

through, but never complained. We have a lot to learn from Joseph, who is a shadow of Jesus, so 

that we can journey through life with wisdom and understanding and also have a better 

understanding of what to expect in the future. 

 

The past of Joseph’s life reveals the future of Jesus life and His workings.  

 

Did you know that there are 106 Biblical ways that Joseph is a shadow of Jesus? Joseph’s life 

reveals the truth of the life of Jesus. This is just another proof that shows your ignorance if you do 

not believe that Jesus is truly the Messiah of the world.  

 

Joseph was put in a pit at 17 and ended up in a palace at 30.  

 

May we ever be mindful of the calling of God on our lives and the dreams that He has in His heart 

for us all. Why? Because the pit is not my destiny, but rather the palace.  

 

Are you aware that only at 30 years old was Joseph promoted, just like Jesus ministry only began at 

the age of 30 years? 

 

Our destiny is not the pit, but the palace.  

Our destiny is not the trouble, but the solution. 

Our destiny is not the hardship, but the victory. 

Our destiny is not this life, but heaven. 

      Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke 

 

Let me quickly run through the life of Joseph so that you can understand what I am saying 

especially for those that do not know what I am saying.  
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 Joseph’s father sent him to his brothers with food, just like Father God sent Jesus as the Bread 

of life to the world. 

 Joseph went to his own brothers and they rejected him, just like Jesus was not received by his 

own. 

 Joseph was thrown into a pit, just like Jesus landed up in a pit after His crucifixion. 

 Joseph was sold by his brother for the price of a slave and likewise one of Jesus’ disciples 

named, Judas, sold Jesus for 30 pieces of silver.  

 Joseph has a coat of many colours that his brother ripped from his back, just like Jesus had a 

seamless scarlet or purple robe that they ripped off Jesus and the Roman soldier gambled over 

it at the foot of the cross. 

 Joseph was sold into Potiphar’s house and was falsely accused, just like Jesus was falsely 

accused by the Pharisees and told He was a liar, drunkard, heretic and a demonized teacher. 

May you never forget that your destiny is in the hand of God and not in the hands of your 

accusers.  

 Joseph in an instance was taken from the prison pit and elevated to the highest position in 

Egypt next to Pharaoh, just like Jesus rose from the dead and is seated at the right hand of the 

Father in glory.  

 

This is an amazing story and now you can see some of the shadow of Jesus in the whole story.  

 

Let us have a look at the name of Jesus and Joseph. 

 

The root word of Joseph and Jesus come from the same Hebrew word and means:  

Saviour and or Deliver. 

 

Joseph saved his brothers from a sure death, as they would have all starved to death. 

 He saved them from starvation. 

 He saved them from poverty. 

 He saved them from prison in Egypt. 

 

Jesus our heavenly Joseph has said I will make you the head and not the tale.  

I have come that you may have life and have it to the full or more abundantly. 

Jesus is there to make our lives better and in fact far better.  

 

Jesus is our Saviour as there is no other name by which we can be saved. Jesus is the doorway to 

life. No one goes to the Father except through Jesus the Son. Jesus came so that he could deliver us 

from sure death and destruction. Will you receive this incredible grace and kindness that He show 

to all mankind? 

 

Joseph, in one day, after interpreting the secrets of a dream that Pharaoh had, was exalted to the 

right hand side of Pharaoh and became the most powerful man in the land, second to Pharaoh Just 

like Jesus ascended to heaven and is seated at the right hand side of God interceding for you and 

me. How amazing is this shadow? It is like a fairy tale.  However, this really happened making it 

just another confirmation of the fact that Jesus is God.  

 

You might not be aware, but Joseph was given another name by Pharaoh. 

 

Genesis 41:45 (NIV) 
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45 Pharaoh gave Joseph the name Zaphenath-Paneah and gave him Asenath daughter of Potiphera, 

priest of On to be his wife. 

 

Zaphenath-Paneah -  ַָֽ֫ ְפ פ תַ֫ נ ְַַּ֫ ֵנ ח  ַ  – which means: “The revealer of secrets.” 

 

Revelation 19:11–12 (NIV) 
11 I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful 

and True. With justice he judges and makes war. 12 His eyes are like blazing fire, and on his head 

are many crowns. He has a name written on him that no one knows but he himself. 

 

He will be known as King of Kings and will wear every crown that any king can or ever will wear 

because he will be and is the only King.  

 

The name that Jesus was given was the Lamb of God, but when He comes again what name is He 

going to be given? 

 

Do you now know the name because Joseph is a shadow of what is to come? That is correct, “The 

Revealer of Secrets.” 

 

Romans 2:16 (NIV) 
16 This will take place on the day when God will judge men’s secrets through Jesus Christ, as my 

gospel declares. 

 

The Revealer of Secrets will let you know the secret things of God. He will let you know why your 

son passed away before you or why you had a child with no eyes and could not walk or talk. Just 

remember never stop and stay in the pit because God has the palace in store for us all. Even though 

you cannot see or understand the full picture of what is going on in your life, just do not stop the 

good fight because the victory, the solution, the palace is your destiny. 

 

He will also announce the secrets of people and their sins and expose those acting like they are not 

living in sin.  If you are living in sin do not think for one second, that you can get away with living 

in sin as that is not the case. God sees everything and will shout your sins from the roof tops one 

day if you do not repent.  

 

In Joseph’s first dream he saw 11 sheaves bowing before Him. His brothers were furious when he 

shared with them about this because they said, “Do you think that you are going to rule over us?” 

This obviously did not go down well, especially because he was loved more than his other brothers.  

 

Yes, later his brothers and the whole of Egypt bowed before Joseph and this dream came to pass 

exactly as he saw it in his dreams. 

 

After Joseph became the Prime minister of Egypt and eventually his brothers saw him they did not 

recognize him. But, the second time, he revealed who he was and spoke forgiveness and love over 

them and loved them and hugged them.  

 

Just the same Jesus is going to do the same with the Jewish people and reveal himself to them and 

cover them with His warm embrace. He is never going to reject the Jews, just like Joseph never 

rejected his brothers. 
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Praise God we are grafted in, but do not think that He will reject His own people because this is not 

going to happen. We serve a loving and compassionate God slow to anger and full of mercy and 

grace. 

 

 

When Jesus the heavenly Joseph came the first time He came humbly as a servant to save the 

world. The next time He will be coming as the Lion of the tribe of Judah. Then every knee will 

bow, and every tongue confess that truly He is the Lord of Lords and the King of kings.   

 

There is no success without trouble.  

           Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke 

 

If you cannot endure the hard times in life you cannot enjoy the victories and achievements in life. 

 

If you cannot learn to worship God in the prison of life you cannot see the palace.  

         Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke 

 

If God loves me then why is this happening to me? 

 

It is not what you are going through, but what you are going to the counts in life.  

         Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke 

 

Our Shepard the Lord Jesus Christ is out provider, healer, all in all. May you never focus on the 

troubles of life again, but rather your destiny which is the solution, victory, the palace, yes heaven. 

 

Comparisons of Joseph and Jesus 

Joseph Jesus 

Joseph was deeply loved by His Father - Genesis 37:3 God said about Jesus "this is my beloved son" - Matthew 

3:17 

Joseph's brothers did not believe him and hated him 

- Genesis 37:4-5 

The Jews did not believe in Christ - John 7:5 and they 

hated Him - John 15:24 

Joseph's brothers rejected his right to rule - Genesis 

37:8 

The Jewish leaders said "we will not have this man to 

rule over us" - Luke 19:14 

Joseph's brothers conspired against him - Genesis 

37:23 

They voted to put Jesus to death - Matthew 27:1 

They stripped Joseph of his garments - Genesis 37:23 They stripped Jesus - Matthew 27:28 

Joseph was sold for silver - Genesis 37:28 Jesus was sold for silver - Matthew 26:15 

Everything Joseph put his hand to prospered -

 Genesis 39:3 
"… and the will of the LORD will prosper in his 

hand" - Isaiah 53:10 

All things were laid into Joseph's trust - Genesis 

39:4-8 

God hath given all things into his hand - John 3:35 

Joseph's own brothers did not recognize him. The Jews did not recognize their Messiah 

Joseph was tempted and did not sin - Genesis 39:9 Jesus was tempted in all things yet was without sin - 

Hebrews 4:15 

Joseph was bound - Genesis 39:30 Jesus was bound - Matthew 27:2 

Joseph was condemned with two criminals - Genesis 

40:2, 3 

Jesus was crucified with two criminals - Luke 23:32 

One criminal was given life and the other was Jesus told one of the criminals "Today you shall be with 



 6 

condemned - Genesis 40:21-22) me in paradise" - Luke 23:43 

Joseph was trustworthy and wise -  Genesis 41:39 God said about Jesus "this is my beloved son in whom I 

well pleased" - Mark 1:11 

Joseph's brothers bowed their knee to him - Genesis 

41:43 

"At the name of Jesus every knee will bow" - 

Philippians 2:10 

Joseph was 30 years old - Genesis 41:46 Jesus was "about 30 years old" - Luke 3:25 

God planned the suffering of Joseph in advance to 

save many - Genesis 50:21 

Jesus said "God so loved the world that he sent his only 

begotten son that whosoever believes in him shall be 

saved" - John 3:16 

Joseph was made ruler over all of Egypt - Genesis 

41:42-44 

Jesus said "all power has been given unto me" - 8:18 

Joseph was given a gentile (foreign) bride who 

shared his glory - Genesis 41:45 

Jesus was given a gentile bride known as the church 

that became "joint heirs" with Him in his glory - 

Romans 8:17 

Joseph was cast into a pit and then later delivered 

out of it - Genesis 37:24, 28 

When Jesus died he descended into the lower parts of 

the earth, and later ascended into heaven - Ephesians 

4:9 

Joseph was imprisoned based on false charges - 

Genesis 39:19, 20 

During the trial of Jesus false witnesses were brought in 

testifying against him - Mark 14:56 

Joseph's brothers later repented for what they did to 

him - Genesis 42:7 

"and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, 

and they shall mourn" - Zechariah 12:10 

 

PRAY: 

 

If you are living in sin then now is the time to repent and make right with God.  

      

Amen. 

 

 
This sermon was preached by Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke at Haenertsburg Christian Church on the  

3rd June 2018. (c) Dr. Ian F. Loughor-Clarke, Haenertsburg Christian Church.  

For more sermons from Ian go to http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za  Except where 

otherwise noted, Scripture quotations are from the International Version Bible, Copyright © 1985 

by The Zondervan Corporation.  Used by permission. 

All rights reserved. 
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