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Living in the Favour of God. 

 

(A message to help realise that God wants to shower us with His favour so that His glory may be 

shown in and through our lives continually).  
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Main Scripture: 

 

Luke 2:52 (NIV) 
52 And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men. 

 

Introduction: 

 

Well good morning to you all and to all those viewers on YouTube and those that are listening on 

iTunes or podcast. It is such an honour and privilege to have you connecting and sharing this time 

with us. 

 

There are 50 chapters in the book of Genesis and 13 chapters are given to the life of Joseph, which 

means that there is a tremendous amount that God wants us to learn from his life.  It is critically 

important for us to know the future and what God is doing and how He works, and Joseph’s life 

gives us a glimpse. The reason for this is that Joseph and his life is a shadow of the Lord Jesus 

Christ. If you understand Joseph, then you will understand Jesus. 

 

This is the 3rd sermon in our series on the life of Joseph and we are going to be richly blessed as we 

study God and His Word once again. This is a series that you will not want to miss, but the blessing 

is that if you do, you will be able to catch it on YouTube. Please can I ask that you subscribe to our 

channel, so you are notified when a new video is added?  

 

We are going to go through his life and learn a tremendous amount because most of us that are 

living are going to experience much of the same trials in life, but just in another form and to a 

different degree. So, it will be fitting to study his life and learn the amazing lessons we can from 

His life.  

 

The favour of God is the key to the gates of heaven.  

 

When God used someone it always mentioned that God was with him as in the case with 

Joseph, or they were favored of God, or found grace in the sight of God.  

 

This morning my title is: Living in the Favour of God. 

 

I want to live in the favour of God my whole life. What about you? 
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Genesis 39:1–6 (NIV) 
1 Now Joseph had been taken down to Egypt. Potiphar, an Egyptian who was one of 

Pharaoh’s officials, the captain of the guard, bought him from the Ishmaelites who had taken him 

there.  
2 The LORD was with Joseph and he prospered, and he lived in the house of his Egyptian master. 

3 When his master saw that the LORD was with him and that the LORD gave him success in 

everything he did, 4 Joseph found favor in his eyes and became his attendant. Potiphar put him in 

charge of his household, and he entrusted to his care everything he owned. 5 From the time he put 

him in charge of his household and of all that he owned, the LORD blessed the household of the 

Egyptian because of Joseph. The blessing of the LORD was on everything Potiphar had, both in the 

house and in the field. 6 So he left in Joseph’s care everything he had; with Joseph in charge, he did 

not concern himself with anything except the food he ate. 

 

Joseph was favoured of God and because of this Potiphar was blessed because of Joseph.  May we 

all experience the favour of God and be blessed because we have staff that are favoured of God. 

 

It is very important to note that just because you are favoured of God it does not mean that you will 

be free from the suffering in this world or the hardship that sometimes come our way. Just after this 

Joseph was lied about and he was put in prison. He was there for about 2 years before God removed 

him to the position of Prime Minister. However, he was favored of God and God continued to be 

with Him even though he was lied about and ended up in prison. Many people would have stopped 

serving God because how dare God allow this to happen to them when they are so faithful to Him. 

No, No, No! Bad things happen to good people and we need to learn to accept this truth and it does 

not mean that you are not favoured of God because terrible things WILL sometimes happen to you. 

After everything you just make sure that you stand and stand faithfully, because God will show His 

favor in your life.  Bad things happen to good people because God wants to bring about a 

breakthrough in your life and show himself strong in your life. You want favour from the Lord then 

you need to seek Him with all your heart until you find Him and then his favour will be upon your 

life. 

 

This is where the supernatural comes into play. 

 

You will see all over in the story of Joseph it says that God was with Joseph.  

 

Luke 2:41–52 (NIV) 
41 Every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the Feast of the Passover. 42 When he was twelve 

years old, they went up to the Feast, according to the custom. 43 After the Feast was over, while his 

parents were returning home, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but they were unaware of 

it. 44 Thinking he was in their company, they traveled on for a day. Then they began looking for him 

among their relatives and friends. 45 When they did not find him, they went back to Jerusalem to 

look for him. 46 After three days they found him in the temple courts, sitting among the teachers, 

listening to them and asking them questions. 47 Everyone who heard him was amazed at his 

understanding and his answers. 48 When his parents saw him, they were astonished. His mother said 

to him, “Son, why have you treated us like this? Your father and I have been anxiously searching 

for you.”  
49 “Why were you searching for me?” he asked. “Didn’t you know I had to be in my Father’s 

house?” 50 But they did not understand what he was saying to them.  
51 Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them. But his mother 
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treasured all these things in her heart. 52 And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with 

God and men. 

 

We too are to have the favour of God and man. So, tell me are you favoured of God??? You might 

not look like you are favoured of God because of your present circumstance but don’t let your 

present position affect the truth in your life.  Don’t let your circumstance make you feel that you are 

not favoured of God because the pit is not your destiny, nor Potiphar’s house, nor the prison, but 

the palace.  

 

Favour is not fair it is just. We are going to look how to get favour and keep the favour of God in 

our lives. 

 

God has clear pathways for His favour to rest upon our lives and so let us make sure that we live in 

these pathways.  

 

Favour is not just a once off experience, but is the grace of God or divine flow of God in your 

life that takes you from your present or current season to your destined position. 

 

Favour is not fair, but it is always just as we serve a just God.  

 

Favour means that God finds, pleasure, delight, approval, kindness, goodwill, acceptance or 

special blessings towards someone. 

  

Favour means that there is tangible evidence that a person has the approval of the Lord.  

 

Favour is the demonstrated delight of God’s approval. 

 

God shows favour to those that delight in pleasing Him, love Him, give honor to Him and 

whose walk is blameless.  

 

Isaiah 66:2 (NIV) 
2 Has not my hand made all these things,  

and so, they came into being?”  

declares the LORD.  

“This is the one I esteem:  

he who is humble and contrite in spirit,  

and trembles at my word. 

 

Those that God favours are those that are: 

1. Humble. 

2. Broken in spirit. 

3. Love God and His Word. 

 

The favour of God is not based on what you have or don’t have, but rather having the hand of God 

over your life.  

 

It is God’s endorsement or as has been said by some that it is heaven’s kiss.  The favour of God has 

the ability to take you from prison to the palace overnight. We will never fulfill a God assignment 

without God’s favour over our lives.  



 4 

 

Favour is the divine transporter from the current season to your destined position.  
You cannot go from a pit to a palace without the favour of God.  

 

Favour will cause you to be at the right place, at the right time, to meet the right people in your life. 

It is like having the underserved access to the kindness and goodness of God. 

 

God wants to bring about divine setups and divine situations that will show His favour over your 

life so that it will be highly evident that God is with you.  

 

One of the keys to remain in favour with God is to stay faithful to God no matter what the situation.  

 

Daniel was chucked into the lion’s den for refusing not to pray to God every day. It does not mean 

that because you are favored by God that you will not be put into the lion’s den, but the evidence of 

the fact that you are favored is, that the lion’s mouths are shut. Favour kept Daniel alive and put 

him in the rightful position for the glory of God. This favour is shown that God can get the glory 

through our lives. Because of Daniel not being willing to pray and bow down to King Darius the 

favor of God was evident in his life. King Darius decreed that everyone was to fear and reverence 

the God of Daniel and he was elevated by the king to help rule his kingdom. 

 

Don’t you become disillusioned because God is busy setting the stage for your appearance as 

He positions you for your destiny! 

  

God wants to bring change in you so that He can bring change through you.  

 

Allow Him to bring the change in you that He is longing to bring about so the He can use you to 

bring change in the world for the good.  

 

You are not a product of your past or what has happened to you or where you have been in life, but 

rather of where God is taking you. He wants you to show His glory in your story. You need to 

forget about the past and strain on to the great things that God has in store for you to accomplish in 

and through your life.  

 

Favour is when people say only God could have done this for you.  

 

There is a set time in God’s timetable to grant your request and show His favour so strong in 

your life that He gets the glory. 

 

When your hands are clean, and your heart is pure and you know who you are in Christ Jesus then 

nothing that comes your way can get you under and Satan cannot get you down because you know 

who you are and where God is taking you.  

 

 This might shock you, but you need to be sold into slavery or else you cannot save a country 

from a severe famine.  

 You need to be lied about by Potiphar’s wife because that will cause you to be put in the right 

place to position you to go from the prison to the palace and become the Prime Minister.  

 You need to be set up and put in prison only because you worship and prayed to the God of 

the universe so that when you are not eaten by the lions everyone wants to serve your God. 
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 You need to be kissed by Judas and betrayed by your friends because that will position you 

for your purpose.  

 

This refining process in life is not easy but is the process that we go through for God to get us ready 

for what lies ahead and the advancement of His Kingdom. 

 

Satan wants to prevent you from getting a grasp on your spiritual identity in Christ Jesus because if 

you get this, then it is over and that is why it is crucially important that you know who you are in 

Him and get the revelation and never ever let it go. Do you now understand why Satan does 

everything in His power to destroy who you are and the calling upon your life! 

 

Proverbs 8:35–36 (NIV) 
35 For whoever finds me finds life  

and receives favor from the LORD.  
36 But whoever fails to find me harms himself;  

all who hate me love death.” 

 

This is one of major entry point for the favour of God. 

 

You’re getting a new car and a bigger house etc. have little to do with the favor of God but is rather 

just a fringe benefit of the kindness of God bestowed upon you. Sure, the favor of God can cause 

you to get what you never worked for, however the favour of God is all about advancing His 

Kingdom here on earth.  

 

God shows you favour so that He can advance His Kingdom here on earth.  

  

Wisdom is the starting point of the fear of God. The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. 

 

Every move of God starts with someone humbling himself or herself under the mighty hand of 

God.  

 

For a new season to be given birth in our lives there has to be a period of bareness.  You see we 

want to all be filled more, however, God wants us to be emptied so that He has something to use 

that says: But by the grace and favour of God.  God does not move in fullness, but in emptiness and 

wants us to get out of the way so that He, through us, can do great exploits.  

 

John said I must decrease so that He can increase.  

 

Most of the time it is in the valleys of our lives that we will see that God lifts us up and uses us in a 

most profound way.  So, if you are in a valley, at this point, get excited because God is about to lift 

you up if you will humble yourself and thank and glorify Him even in your pit or prison experience.  

 

God lifts those up that have been in the valleys of life because they've been so humbled that He can 

get the glory through their lives. 

 

Moses was called of God, but had been in hiding for 40 years and God comes to him and says, 

“Now is the time for you to set my people free.” Moses used every excuse in the book and said, 

“But I stutter and I cannot talk”. So, God says, “Don’t you worry I have Aaron and Uhr that will 

help you to fulfill my purpose”. 
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God was busy building a boy away from society, but he was being tested to the core of his being.  

His name was David. So that when the time came he was able to say, “Who is this uncircumcised 

Philistine that is speaking against the armies of God most high? Just as God gave the lion and the 

bear into my hands so will He give you Goliath into my hands!” He then slays Goliath with one 

foul swoop of his sling. He was prepared when the time came and had the favour of God on his life. 

 

David was not even considered by his own brothers or his father to become king, but God chose 

him. Just because others might disqualify you does not mean that God’s favour cannot rest upon 

you. 

 

Jesus was lead by the Holy Spirit into the desert to be tempted by Satan. Jesus did not get arrogant 

but humbly quoted Scripture to Satan every time he was temped by him.  

 

When Jesus came out of the Desert it says that he was full of the Spirit. 

 

2 Chronicles 16:9 2 (NIV) 
9 For the eyes of the LORD range throughout the earth to strengthen those whose hearts are fully 

committed to him.  

 

Is your heart fully committed to pleasing God or are you committed to pleasing yourself and 

others? 

God is seeking for those that love Him and His commands so that He can bless, guide, lead and 

protect them and show His favour in their lives.  

 

God’s strength is made perfect in weakness. May we always remain humble under the mighty hand 

of God.  

 

Proverbs 18:22 (NIV) 
22 He who finds a wife finds what is good  

and receives favor from the LORD. 

 

When you do things in God’s way, according to God’s design, then you will have the favor of God 

upon your life, however if you do thing according to your way and according to your design you 

will never have the favor of God upon your life.  

 

Do you have faith that the things are not going to stay as they are, but that there is going to be a 

turn around for you. It will happen at the perfect time when the favour of God changes your 

position. 

 

How many of you want the favour of God upon your life? 

 

Now my question to you is are you willing to realign and reposition yourself so that God’s favour 

can rest upon your life???? 

 

Many people want changes in their life as long as it costs them nothing.  

 

People want to lose weight, but always have second and third helpings of food instead of being 

thankful for the first helping and stopping at that point.  
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You want your degree but are not willing to study and work hard to get the knowledge. 

 

You want God to bless you financially, but you steel from Him because you don’t tithe. This is 

never going to happen.  

 

Some have the opportunity of a second job for a second income but are not willing to pay the price 

to get out of debt. Some have financial problems but are not willing to do anything from their side 

to change the status quo. 

 

Zechariah 4:6–7 (NIV) 
6 So he said to me, “This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel: ‘Not by might nor by power, 

but by my Spirit,’ says the LORD Almighty.  
7 “Whata are you, O mighty mountain? Before Zerubbabel you will become level ground. Then 

he will bring out the capstone to shouts of ‘God bless it! God bless it!’ ” 

 

We must remember that it is not by our might and intelligence, but by the Spirit of God that we will 

conquer in life. God is able to take the mountain in your life and make it a little bump and in fact 

even make it level ground as though there was never this mountain in your life.  

 

 Proverbs 3:3–4 (NIV) 
3 Let love and faithfulness never leave you;  

bind them around your neck,  

write them on the tablet of your heart.  
4 Then you will win favor and a good name  

in the sight of God and man. 

 

Do you want favour in the sight for God and man? Then you need to be full of love and be faithful 

to what you are called to in life.  

 

2 Corinthians 6:1-2 (NIV) 
6 As God’s fellow workers we urge you not to receive God’s grace in vain. 2 For he says,  

“In the time of my favor I heard you,  

and in the day of salvation I helped you.”b 

I tell you, now is the time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation. 

 

May we all harken to the voice of God and bow our knees to His majesty so that we may see the 

favour and salvation of God in our lives and this nation. 

 

CLOSING: 

 

We all need to realize that no matter the hardships that we go through, or the tough times that we 

are going through, that we can continue to walk in the favour of God. He will equip and guide us 

through our struggles. We must never forget that He is always with us no matter what and will 

never leave us or forsake us. May we all walk in the continued favour for God!!! 

                                                           
a Or Who 
b Isaiah 49:8 
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PRAY: 

 

Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to His 

power that is at work within us, to Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all 

generations, forever and ever!  

     

Amen. 

 

 
This sermon was preached by Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke at Haenertsburg Christian Church on the  

24th June 2018. (c) Dr. Ian F. Loughor-Clarke, Haenertsburg Christian Church.  

For more sermons from Ian go to http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za  Except where 

otherwise noted, Scripture quotations are from the International Version Bible, Copyright © 1985 

by The Zondervan Corporation.  Used by permission. 

All rights reserved. 
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