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Dream The Impossible Dream. 

 

(A message to help reignite the dreams inside our hearts that have died, 

 and help cause us to dream again).  
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IN HAENERTSBURG, SOUTH AFRICA 

15th July 2018 

 

Dr. Ian F. Loughor-Clarke, Pastor 

admin@haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za 

 

Main Scripture: 

 

Genesis 37:10–11 (NIV) 
10 When he told his father as well as his brothers, his father rebuked him and said, “What is this 

dream you had? Will your mother and I and your brothers actually come and bow down to the 

ground before you?” 11 His brothers were jealous of him, but his father kept the matter in mind. 

 

Introduction: 

 

Well good morning to you all and to all those viewers on YouTube and those that are listening on 

iTunes or podcast. It is such an honour and privilege to have you connecting and sharing this time 

with us. 

 

There are 50 chapters in the book of Genesis and 13 chapters are given to the life of Joseph, which 

means that there is a tremendous amount that God wants us to learn from his life.  It is critically 

important for us to know the future and what God is doing and how He works and Joseph’s life 

gives us a glimpse. The reason for this is the Joseph and his life is a shadow of the Lord Jesus 

Christ. If you understand Joseph then you will understand Jesus. We are going to go through 

Joseph’s life and learn a tremendous amount because most of us that are living are going to 

experience much of the same trials in life, but just in another form and to a different degree. So it 

will be fitting to study his life and learn the amazing lessons we can from His life.  

 

This is the 4th sermon in our series on the life of Joseph and we are going to be richly blessed as we 

study God and His Word once again. This is a series that you will not want to miss, but the blessing 

is that if you do you will be able to catch it on YouTube. Please can I ask that you subscribe to our 

channels so you are notified when a new video is added?  

 

This morning my title is: Dream The Impossible Dream. 

 

Now please put on your safety belt because everything that I say in this sermon will be said for a 

reason.  

 

We have a government that think that it is right to contemplate making laws that make it alright and 

legal to steal land from other people and call it expropriation without compensation. Instead of 

calling it what it is and that is we want to steal farms from the white man. They have already done 

this with the BEEE laws that they have been put in place so that they can steal businesses from the 
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white man. If I cannot get work because I am a white man, then that is what you call racism. You 

cannot get any big business if you are a white man. Don’t use clever political words to cover up 

your racism. Banks may not employ any white man. This is called racism and is now far worse than 

the apartheid era. Trying to justify stealing from the white man because the so-called land was 

taken from the black people decades before, is just an excuse. If this was the case, you still cannot 

think that one wrong is rectified by another wrong and then think that this will make things right. 

This is not the case, nor ever will be the case. We need to pray that those in power will stop lying, 

stealing and cheating to get ahead, but will start to dream and do things to make this country great 

again instead of thinking of more evil ways to steal from other people, because when all is said and 

done, in actual fact that is really all that it is.  

 

Suppressing another to get ahead in life is what the ANC and the EFF (everything for free) 

communist parties are propagating and doing, but this will never last and will never ever work. 

They are pure racist political parties that try to justify their hatred because they are too lazy to 

dream and do anything for themselves, so they want to destroy others to try and get ahead. Hitler 

tried this and eventually he was destroyed, and his evil plans came to naught just like the evil ANC 

and EFF plans will come to naught. Hitler destroyed, hurt and killed millions upon millions upon 

millions of people and destroyed many cities and countries and it was for nothing and likewise it 

will be the same with the plans of the ANC and EFF. They have, and continue to, destroy many 

people’s lives, but in the end, it will all have been for nothing. The Bible says that you suppress a 

people they will rise up against you. The blacks were suppressed by the whites in this nation about 

25 plus years ago and, instead of the government learning a lesson from this are they not doing the 

exact same and suppressing the whites? All we have in South Africa now is, what I call, Reverse 

Apartheid. This can never and will never build a nation but will destroy South Africa and is busy 

doing just that, unless this government repents and changes their evil wicked ways immediately. 

 

Joseph’s sons went into Shechem and circumcised every male in the city. Can you just imagine? 

Then the next night they went and killed every single man in the city.  

 

Joseph was not concerned that his people killed all the men in Shechem, but all he was concerned 

about was what others would think about him. You see, he was a passive father that did not 

discipline his children. He destroyed his children just because he was passive and not willing to 

discipline his children. Discipline changes the course and direction of a child from death to life. A 

passive father creates angry and insecure children. Likewise, in this nation, we have a leader that 

lets the people of this nation run wild and there is no discipline. In this nation we have millions of 

angry and insecure children, sorry I mean people, because we have a passive leadership that is not 

willing to discipline anyone. They allow stealing, looting, murder and insightful murderous talk and 

this does not build a nation, but instead destroys a nation. 

 

God killed Elie the high priest because he was unwilling to discipline his children and his two sons 

because Elie’s sons sinned, and he did not restrain them from their ways. If our leadership does not 

stop their passive leadership and start to lead righteously maybe God will remove them from the 

posts and I will pray this happens unless they repent and change their ways immediately. 

 

Africans are the most ill- disciplined people in the world and that is why the whole of the African 

continent gets nowhere and never will, till you have a leader that brings in discipline and order into 

a nation. Many South Africans are let to run wild and they will never ever amount to anything or 

achieve anything until this is changed.  
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Those that do not accept discipline from God are not His children and those that are not willing to 

live under godly rules and discipline will never amount to anything and should not be allowed free 

reign in this country. We need to pray of a government that is not two faced, but stands for 

righteousness, justice and godliness. 

 

Your past does not justify your godless present. Stop making excuse for why you are where you are 

and start to look up to God and watch Him turn things around in your life.  

 

I have shared this because many people in this nation have stopped to dream because they feel there 

is no point, because they are unable to go forward in life, because they are stopped at every point 

and because of the unfair godless way they are being treated.  

 

Many things that you see today began in the mind’s eye of someone with a dream or a vision of 

what you enjoy today. 

 

Thomas Edison dreamed and the night disappeared.  

Henry Ford dreamed and walking long distances disappeared.  

 

Henry Ford had a dream that grew out of his interest in mechanical things as a boy.  He was 

intrigued by the automobile and built his first one out in a shed behind his house. His dream was to 

put the horseless carriage, at that time only available to the wealthy, into the hands of the common 

person.  He helped form the Detroit Motor Company, where his fellow organizers balked at the idea 

of manufacturing their product inexpensively in order to sell to the masses. Ford left the company, 

but he did not leave his dream.  In 1903 he organized the Ford Motor Company and produced the 

Model T. The first year, only 6,000 cars were built, but only 8 years later, over 500,000 cars a year 

rolled off the line. They were able to reduce the cost from $850 to $360, Ford's dream, like 

Joseph's, came to pass, like Martin Luther King, like Isaak Newton and like God. 

 

Life today is far better than yesterday, not because of people stealing from one another, but because 

other people followed the dream of their hearts. What about you??? Is this world going to be a 

better place because of you adding to this world or are you just going to be a blood sucking leach 

like most of our South African politicians that only think about themselves and how they can line 

their own pocket at the expense of the people of this land that they are actually supposed to serve. 

 

You need to grow up and stop blaming your past and making that the reason why you cannot get 

anywhere in life. Many South Africans are caught in this lie and will never be able to dream and 

accomplish the dreams that God has in His heart for them, because it will kill any ability to dream 

because they are so focused on blaming others continually instead of looking to God for inspiration 

and encourage other to dream again and begin building. 

 

Stop allowing your past to dictate your future.  

Stop being a copout and blaming everybody else for your situation.  

Stop making excuses and start to dream! 

 

Philippians 3:13–14 
13 Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting 

what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for 

which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. 
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Stop trying to justify your situation and why you think the way that you do and forget about the 

past and start to allow God to plant His dreams in your heart.  

 

How many of you have stopped dreaming because of adversities or because of what others have 

said to you in life? Stop worrying about what others say and start to dream and dream big. 

 

Without hope all there is, is hopelessness. 

Where there is hopelessness there is pessimism. 

Pessimism ultimately results in death, 

Because Pessimism stops you from dreaming.  

      Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke 

 

I am not one that promotes the power of positive thinking, or negative thinking, but rather the 

power of possibility thinking.   

 

There is a major difference between the two.  Am I saying that there is no power in positive 

thinking?  No, not at all, but it is a dangerous terrain (New Age thinking).  There is power in 

positive thinking, but not everything in life is mind over matter and this kind of thinking will 

eventually, some day, fall flat so don’t waste your time going down that foolish road. 

 

Let us start to become possibility thinkers.  

 

One of the greatest things about a dream is that is creates an atmosphere of  

hope,  

excitement, 

optimism, and  

direction. 

 

A dream is the first stage of an end product or an accomplishment so let’s dream big.   

 

What is it that you were born to do, your purpose, that brings excitement to your voice the minute 

that you talk about it?  That which draws from your gifts, talents, abilities and passions? 

 

Let’s have a look at a man from the Scriptures that had a dream.  Probably the best example is 

found in Genesis 37 were we read of a dreamer by the name of Joseph. His dreams span all the way 

to Genesis, chapter 50.  

 

We have the advantage of knowing that this incredible dream was fulfilled and can learn many 

valuable lessons from this amazing story.  Let’s have a careful look to see what we can learn. 

 

This day I pray that God is going to birth a dream inside of you that is bigger than yourself.  

 

Dreams are what cause us to climb and reach for things that are greater than ourselves.  

 

Dreams help us to forget the troubles of life so that we can reach for the Promised Land that 

God has set before us.  

 

A Dream,  

is a picture,  
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a possibility,  

a hope and  

a desire of a more desirable future.   

     Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke 

 

So, may we never allow anything to stop us from dreaming. 

 

I pray that from this day forth you will begin to dream again and not allow your present situation in 

this country or in your work, stop you from dreaming and dreaming big. 

 

******* Let us pray! ******* 

 

God wants to take us from Heartbreak to Jubilation. 

God wants to take us from Brokenness to Wholeness. 

God wants to take us from Devastation to Recreation. 

God wants to take us from Betrayal to Faithfulness. 

God wants to take us from Bitterness to Blessing. 

God wants to take us from Tragedy to Triumph. 

God wants to take us from Dreams to Reality. 

      Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke 

 

Genesis 37:5–11 (NIV) 
5 Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers, they hated him all the more. 6 He said 

to them, “Listen to this dream I had: 7 We were binding sheaves of grain out in the field when 

suddenly my sheaf rose and stood upright, while your sheaves gathered around mine and bowed 

down to it.”  
8 His brothers said to him, “Do you intend to reign over us? Will you actually rule us?” And 

they hated him all the more because of his dream and what he had said.  
9 Then he had another dream, and he told it to his brothers. “Listen,” he said, “I had another 

dream, and this time the sun and moon and eleven stars were bowing down to me.”  
10 When he told his father as well as his brothers, his father rebuked him and said, “What is this 

dream you had? Will your mother and I and your brothers actually come and bow down to the 

ground before you?” 11 His brothers were jealous of him, but his father kept the matter in mind. 

 

The Process of a Dream: 

 

1. Dreams need to be birthed in our hearts. 

 

Dare to Dream, and then to act upon that dream, irrespective of the 

o Problems, 

o Circumstances, or 

o Obstacles.  

 

Let’s be like Joseph and get a dream from God and live it out no matter what’s going on 

around us. 

 

Many people will have opinions, but you can know that if God has said it, then that is what settles 

it, no matter what anyone says.  
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God gave Joseph a dream and it was seen with his spirit and his minds eye and was then birthed in 

his heart. You need to have a dream birthed in your heart or else it will go nowhere. 

 

May you begin to allow yourself to dream again because you don’t focus on your 

circumstance but rather on God! 

 

2. Dreams are often birthed out of pain.  

 

Many people that grew up poor have a passion to be wealthy and not battle financially in life.  

 

Joseph was loved more than his other brothers and wanted to be accepted and loved by them, this 

was not the case. Then he has a dream that was birthed from the pain that he felt in his family. 

 

If you have a dream that came from pain it will drive you right through any disappointments and 

frustration to the end.  

 

A small example from my life: 

Last year when I was not able to be paid by the church as there was not money, I could not pay any 

of my staff members and could not honour my payments something broke in me and I said this will 

never ever happen again in my life. I can dream of starting new businesses and then get them up 

and running quite easily and maybe that is just a gift. So, in my pain, dreams were birthed of other 

businesses and I have a few new businesses that I have got up and running. They are nothing great 

that will create millions, but will give me a small passive income that I can help take care of my 

family. They also create work for other people and so help others, as I don’t do the actual work. 

 

You cannot, and must not, allow anything to deter you or stop you from achieving the dreams that 

are in God’s heart for you. Remember that God’s heart is to bless you so let Him share dreams with 

you that are greater than yourself. 

 

3. Dreams should to be written down. 

 

Habakkuk 2:2 (NIV) 

2 Then the LORD replied:  

“Write down the revelation  

and make it plain on tablets  

so that a heralda may run with it. 

 

People with goals succeed because they know where they are going.  

 

In a game there is a goal and people clearly know what they have to do to win and they do 

everything in their strength to achieve those goals.  

 

Stop being so afraid to fail that you end up never trying to achieve anything.  

 

You always start with a dream so begin to dream again. 

 

                                                           
a Or so that whoever reads it 
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Once your dream is settled and you know that it is from God you can start to formulate a vision 

accordingly.   

 

4. Dreams should be shared selectively. 

 

Make sure that you share the dream with someone that you know hears from God and will 

encourage and support you, not laugh at you and become jealous, angry and hate you for your 

dream.  

 

Joseph was very unwise and shared his dream with his brother, but from this we learn a valuable 

lesson and that is to be very cautions who you share with and what share in life.  

 

Don’t just share your dreams and visions with anyone, but make sure it is someone that will be 

objective and willing to seek God with you. 

 

5. Dreams will cause you to have adversaries.  

 

Joseph’s brothers hated him and ended up throwing him into a pit and then sold him off into 

slavery.  His dream caused them to hate him. 

 

Genesis 37:27 (NIV) 
27 Come, let’s sell him to the Ishmaelites and not lay our hands on him; after all, he is our brother, 

our own flesh and blood.” His brothers agreed. 

 

Potiphar’s wife had Joseph thrown into a prison for doing nothing wrong.  

 

Satan will throw everything he possibly can to take you off track. 

 

If you have no opposition then you must know that you are living in lala land and it is just a pipe 

dream.  

 

6. Dreams require years of preparation. 

 

It takes short-term pain for long-term gain. 

 

It is very frustrating when you see may people being able to do things while you are having to work 

hard. Studying is not fun, but difficult when others are going to the movies and playing and earning 

an income. However, when you are done and earn more than them then you reap the reward and see 

that it was all worthwhile, however at the time it is very difficult. Many, however, are not willing to 

push through this very difficult period in their lives. 

 

That is why many people will start studying for a degree and will pull out because they don’t 

understand that it takes years of preparation for a dream to be fulfilled. 

 

7. Dreams should never be lost because of opposition.  

 

The problem with many of us is that we allow the voices of others and our situation to speak louder 

than our dreams. Some of you have stopped dreaming because of the instability of the affairs in this 

nation. 
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CONSIDER WHAT JOSEPH ENDURED:  

 

• At the age of seventeen he was stripped and cast into a pit to starve to death. 

• Betrayed and deserted by his own brothers that he loved. 

• Even though he pleaded for mercy, his brothers ignored and rejected his cry. 

• He was then sold into slavery. 

• He ensured tremendous sexual temptation. 

• His loyalty, purity and faithfulness was repaid with a prison sentence. 

• Those he helped in the past to succeed had forgotten him. 

 

Excuses are one of the greatest enemies in our lives that prevent us from action and thus prevent us 

from fulfilling the calling and purpose of God upon our lives. 

 

Most excuses are false reasons for inactivity. 

               Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke 

 

The dream that God has in His heart for you or His divine destiny for your life will never happen if 

you give up or shrink back or stop dreaming. You will not fail unless you quit. Remember that you 

need to choose to never ever give up. You have to believe it and remember that dreams are 

solidified in the pit and not in the palace.  

 

Have you stopped dreaming, because if you do your life is finished because this means there is no 

hope for a better tomorrow?  

 

We need to learn to go beyond our pain in life so that we can learn to see the impossible become 

possible.  

 

Romans 8:31 (NIV) 
31 What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us? 

 

8. Dreams take time to be accomplished.  

 

The problem with most people is that they want the end result now. This does not happen in reality 

and will always-just end in a pipe dream.  

 

No great dream or accomplishment comes overnight. 

 

Josephs dream took almost 13 years before it happened.  

 

You need to learn to be patient. It takes many years for a great dream to be accomplished.  

 

It has taken many years for our wedding venue to be built and I am still not completely finished as I 

need a big storeroom for all the tables and chairs. Even after that there are many other things that I 

need, to make life easier and more efficient in the kitchen. The point is that it takes time and a lot of 

emotion, energy, effort and patience for any dream to be accomplished. Many of you will not know 

but the first person that got married at our venue was 7 years ago and all we had was a concrete slab 

and a wooden deck.  
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Wow Ian! Your place looks incredible! That is a dream come true I’m sure! Love the name of 

the venue also. You and your wife have done an excellent job with the venue! I hope that you 

will continue to grow and may it really be a blessing to you! I hope you guys are doing well 

there. 
 

Hi Ian, Yes I can believe that, to get your place looking like that, it really had to have taken 

very hard work! I remember how hard you worked to just get the slab and deck ready for our 

wedding. Ai, yes I can believe that the uncertainty about the land issue really can be 

disconcerting, especially since you’ve worked so hard to be where you are and in the same 

breath, have always dealt honestly and even tried to help others along the way. In short... 

(because how do you tell someone in a quick message about the last 7 years...can you believe it’s 

been so long?) 
 

The main thing is that you must not lose sight of your dream and do not stop dreaming.  

 

One of the things that we have to understand is that from the dream to the realization always is a 

process and that process in most cases takes a long time.    

 

The greater the dream the longer, 

      Harder, 

Tougher and more  

Difficult the process.  

 

Remember that your dream is never instantaneous but always a process. 

 

9. Dreams worked at, end up being fulfilled.  

 

But it wasn't easy. No visionary will have an easy time. Joseph felt the jealousy of others, in this 

case, his own brothers. Joseph was almost killed, because of the dream, by them. Sold into slavery 

wasn't quite the picture of the dream.  

 

Young, handsome, the object of seduction.  

 

Joseph remained sexually pure even though Potiphar's wife tried to seduce him on numerous 

occasions.  Most people today would have fallen; because we don’t realize that first and foremost 

when we sin, we sin against God.   

 

Also we are more interested in what we can get than what we can give.   

 

May we be faithful in working at fulfilling our dream because we are stewards and not owners of 

what God has entrusted into our hands.  

 

Always remain faithful to God and the dream and it will come to pass. 

 

Remember that Potiphar’s wife could have spoiled Joseph and ensured that he was promoted and 

given all that his heart desired.  This would have been wrong and godless, so he did not choose this 

godless option. Joseph refused to abuse his boss by sleeping with his wife and so he was falsely 

accused of attempting to rape Potiphar’s wife.  Her word against his, obviously he had no chance.  
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Even though he was faithful to God he was still unfairly treated and lied about and unfairly treated 

and punished.  But remember in the end that God vindicated him, and God exalted him.   

 

Genesis 39:9–10 (NIV) 
9 No one is greater in this house than I am. My master has withheld nothing from me except you, 

because you are his wife. How then could I do such a wicked thing and sin against God?” 10 And 

though she spoke to Joseph day after day, he refused to go to bed with her or even be with her. 

 

When he was jailed, wouldn’t you think that this dreamer's vision of the future would be 

completely crushed because “God had let him down”?  But it didn't.  It acutely had the opposite 

effect because he knew God.   

 

Deuteronomy 31:6 
6 Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because of them, for the LORD your God 

goes with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you.” 

 

The unfair treatment and punishment worked as a refiner’s fire in Joseph’s life.  Near the end he 

was used of God to interpret the dreams of a cupbearer and baker to king Pharaoh.  This was his 

opening for interpreting Pharaoh's dreams and eventually the fulfillment of his own dream. 

 

Re-Cap: 

 

1. Dreams need to be birthed in our hearts. 

2. Dreams are often birthed out of pain.  

3. Dreams should to be written down. 

4. Dreams should be shared selectively. 

5. Dreams will cause you to have adversities.  

6. Dreams require years of preparation. 

7. Dreams should never be lost because of opposition.  

8. Dreams take time to be accomplished.  

9. Dreams worked at end up being fulfilled.  

 

How do you achieve your dream? 

 

It always takes a team to achieve a dream.  No church can function without a great team. When we 

all play our part, we have a fabulous church that everyone loves and enjoys going to on a Sunday.  

 

Many will criticize, but sadly do nothing. This you will always have but don’t let that deter you 

from where you are going.  

 

In a team you want people that complement one another and not people that compete with one 

another.  

 

If you have a great team that will stretch your dream, but if they are a terrible team they will block 

your vision.  

 

If people do not add to you and your life, then they take way from you and should rather be 

removed from your team if they are not willing to change.  
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A strong leader will always choose strong people to work alongside him, but a weak leader will 

choose weak people because he or she is insecure.  

 

Teamwork makes the dream work.  
 

I have a great wedding venue because we have created a team that work as a team and we always 

have brides that leave with their dreams of an awesome wedding, being fulfilled. 

 

Always take your dream from me to we because that is what will cause you to have an awesome 

future with all. 

 

May you dream the impossible dream and do it to the glory of God.  

 

Recognize that the success of a dream is a process, not a destination.  

 

The potential for greatness lives within you and within me so go for it and begin to dream.  
 

A dream will provide you with: 

a reason to go,  

a path to follow,  

and a target to hit.  
 

How many of you here have had your dreams crushed?  

 

Whatever the reason, how many of you here  say, “ Lord I want and need you to come and breathe 

life over my dreams once again because I have lost sight of what you are wanting to do in and 

through me.” ? 

 

Some of you have let others’ words destroy your dreams. Some of you are more focused on your 

past than your future and it is preventing you from dreaming.  

 

I am going to pray for all of you that have put up your hands that God would cause you to have a 

rebirth of your dreams, so you can, without wavering, run towards the dream which you are 

desperate to achieve and see being fulfilled.   

 

Nothing is impossible for those that believe. 

 

You don’t have to go to a different country to have your dreams being fulfilled.  

 

God will not fail you if you will not quit. 

 

Success is never born in the palace, but in the pit so keep pushing no matter what the opposition. 

 

Start talking about what God is going to do through you and stop talking about how bad things are 

in the economy.  

 

Get that dream in your vision and in your mouth and start to speak it, plan it and live it until it 

comes to pass.  
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What you have been through is not what is important, but where you are going to that is 

important.  

 

******* Let us pray! ******* 

 

Lord forgive me for stopping to dream. Forgive me for listening to all the negative voices all 

around me. I am sorry for giving up on my dream. 

 

I refuse to allow this to carry on another second, so I ask you to help me that I may begin to dream 

again. Allow me to dream the impossible dream again and help me to live the life that you have 

called me to live in Jesus name.  

 

I declare that nothing is impossible for me to achieve if I believe and from this day onwards I will 

dream the impossible dream and believe the impossible will become a reality.  

 

Amen 

 

CLOSING: 

 

We all need to realize that no matter the hardships that we go through or the tough times that we are 

going through that we can continue to walk in the favour of God. He will equip and guide us 

through our struggles. We must never forget that He is always with us no matter what and will 

never leave us or forsake us. May we all walk in the continued favour for God!!! 

     

Amen. 
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15th July 2018. (c) Dr. Ian F. Loughor-Clarke, Haenertsburg Christian Church.  

For more sermons from Ian go to http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za  Except where 

otherwise noted, Scripture quotations are from the International Version Bible, Copyright © 1985 
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