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Main Scripture: 

 

Genesis 50:19–21 (NIV) 
19 But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of God? 20 You intended to harm 

me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives. 
21 So then, don’t be afraid. I will provide for you and your children.” And he reassured them and 

spoke kindly to them. 

 

Introduction: 

 

Well good morning to you all and to all those viewers on YouTube and those that are listening on 

iTunes or podcast. It is such an honour and privilege to have you connecting and sharing this time 

with us. 

 

There are 50 chapters in the book of Genesis and 13 chapters are given to the life of Joseph, 

meaning that it has great significance and God is wants us to learn some lessons from His life. We 

have been exploring his life for a few weeks. 

 

Well this is the 7th in the series of the life of Joseph. Please can I ask that you subscribe to our 

channels so you can be notified when a new video is added? Then if you miss a sermon you can 

just quickly catch up. 

 

Last week we had a look at some of the emotions that we can go through while in the pit or prison 

experiences and how two handle those situations in life. 

 

Emotions you can go through in the prison: 

 

1. God has Forgotten me. 

2. Begin to Doubt your Dreams. 

3. Offence, Bitterness, Hatred or Forgiveness. 

4. Depression will Hit you. 

5. Choosing to Look Up and not Down! 

 

I pray that God will remove you from the pit for those of you that are in a pit, but that you would 

align your life and learn the lessons that God is wanting you to learn so that you can go from the 

prison to the Palace overnight in Jesus name. Amen! 
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This morning my title for my sermon is: 

 

The Promotion to the Place. 

 

Genesis 41:39–43 (NIV) 
39 Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Since God has made all this known to you, there is no one so 

discerning and wise as you. 40 You shall be in charge of my palace, and all my people are to submit 

to your orders. Only with respect to the throne will I be greater than you.”  

Joseph in Charge of Egypt 

41 So Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I hereby put you in charge of the whole land of Egypt.” 42 Then 

Pharaoh took his signet ring from his finger and put it on Joseph’s finger. He dressed him in robes 

of fine linen and put a gold chain around his neck. 43 He had him ride in a chariot as his second-in-

command,a and men shouted before him, “Make wayb!” Thus he put him in charge of the whole 

land of Egypt. 

 

I personally find this an absolutely extraordinary story. Joseph is in a prison but had a gift that had 

been given to him by God and that is, to interpret dreams. Because he loves God and lives 

according to God and His ways God supernaturally orchestrates that he is able to interpret the 

dream of Pharaoh. His being able to interpret this dream caused him to be instantaneously removed 

from prison and put in charge of the whole of Egypt overnight. 

 

It is only God that can promote you overnight from a prison to a palace. 

 

Do you see how Pharaoh the king of Egypt throws blessings, and gifts, and positions, and authority, 

and robes and even a gold chains at Joseph, which I can guarantee you his father did not give him. 

From rags to riches overnight. 

 

Can you even begin to understand the fact that God is so powerful and mighty that He can 

orchestrate a situation that can land you in a position of favour in an instant? It is quite obvious that 

only God could have orchestrated something so amazing that he was instantaneously taken from 

prison to ruling Egypt. 

 

What I would like us to have a look at this morning is that God can take us from a pit or prison 

overnight and promote us so that we end up in our promised land overnight. One of the most 

important issues when we come from 0 to hero overnight is how we handle being at the top of our 

game in life. 

 

If this were you in Joseph’s shoes what would you have done and how would you have reacted? 

 

1. Choose not to forget God when you get to the palace. 

 

Many people achieve great things and become financially very well-off, but the problem is God 

soon becomes a distant memory. His faithfulness and kindness to them is soon forgotten. 

 

                                                           
a Or in the chariot of his second-in-command; or in his second chariot 
b Or Bow down 
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What about you? 

 

I find it shocking, but so true, that many people are falling away because they have reached the 

palace in life and now God is no longer important to them because they think they have everything 

and don’t need anything, including God. 

 

This I find a tragedy but, however, it is so true for so many people around the world. 

 

Judges 2:12–13 (NIV) 
12 They forsook the LORD, the God of their fathers, who had brought them out of Egypt. They 

followed and worshiped various gods of the peoples around them. They provoked the LORD to 

anger 13 because they forsook him and served Baal and the Ashtoreths. 

 

2. Choose not to exercise vengeance when you get to the palace. 

 

Genesis 50:16–21 (NIV) 
16 So they sent word to Joseph, saying, “Your father left these instructions before he died: 17 ‘This is 

what you are to say to Joseph: I ask you to forgive your brothers the sins and the wrongs they 

committed in treating you so badly.’ Now please forgive the sins of the servants of the God of your 

father.” When their message came to him, Joseph wept.  
18 His brothers then came and threw themselves down before him. “We are your slaves,” they 

said.  
19 But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of God? 20 You intended to harm 

me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives. 
21 So then, don’t be afraid. I will provide for you and your children.” And he reassured them and 

spoke kindly to them. 

 

Something that I find phenomenal about this is that Jacob the father of Joseph lived 17 years in 

Egypt before he died. 

 

Now can you imagine that Joseph had said these very words and given them the assurance that God 

sent him ahead to save many lives and that they must not be cross with themselves because they 

meant it for evil, but God turned it out for good. 

 

Genesis 45:3–7 (NIV) 
3 Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still living?” But his brothers were not 

able to answer him, because they were terrified at his presence.  
4 Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come close to me.” When they had done so, he said, “I am 

your brother Joseph, the one you sold into Egypt! 5 And now, do not be distressed and do not be 

angry with yourselves for selling me here, because it was to save lives that God sent me ahead of 

you. 6 For two years now there has been famine in the land, and for the next five years there will not 

be plowing and reaping. 7 But God sent me ahead of you to preserve for you a remnant on earth and 

to save your lives by a great deliverance. A 

 

Joseph reassures them of his forgiveness, love and commitment and even cries so loudly that 

everybody in the whole palace heard him cry. I think his tears were because of great sorrow 

because his own flesh and blood sold him into slavery, but also great joy at the same time thinking 

that God's will and purpose still came to pass and here they have come to bow before him.  He tells 

his brothers that he forgives them kisses them and hugs them, which I find absolutely amazing. 
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However, it took another couple of years for them to go and fetch their father, Jacob, from Canaan 

and bring him to Egypt.  Now Jacob lived in Egypt for 17 years, which means that the brothers 

lived with this tremendous fear in their hearts for about 20 years, for fear that the minute their 

father died he would take vengeance on them because of the evil that they had done to him so many 

decades before. 

 

Can you believe they were living with this anxiety and fear for about 20 years? 

 

Now in many cases this would be very valid because most people that go from 0 to hero overnight 

would take vengeance swiftly and not wait 20 years. Here we learn from Joseph that it is wiser to 

forgive and let go. 

 

May you never hold onto unforgiveness bitterness resentment malice hatred, but when we get to the 

top of our game may we always remember to show love and mercy and forgiveness even to those 

that have wronged us dearly. 

 

3. Choose to show kindness when you get to the palace. 

 

Galatians 5:22–23 (NIV) 
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 

gentleness and self-control. 

 

Joseph's brothers did not deserve to be shown any kindness whatsoever however they were shown 

mercy just like our Lord has shown us mercy. Joseph reassures them that he holds nothing against 

them but forgives them completely and goes a step further. He promises to take care of them and 

not just take care of his brothers, but the whole family including the children. 

 

May you never forget to show mercy even to those that do not deserve to be shown mercy for that 

is they way that our God has treated us and so we are to do the same.  

 

May we all emulate His character and show unmerited favor even more so when we get to the 

palace of life. 

 

Amen 

 

Re-Cap: 

 

1. Choose to remember God when you get to the palace. 

2. Choose never to exercise vengeance when you get to the palace. 

3. Choose to show kindness when you get to the palace. 

 

CLOSING: 

 

I would like to pray for those that are now in a pit and battling. God wants to help you so that you 

can see things from His perspective.  

 

Come forward and let us minister to you. 
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******* Let us pray! ******* 

     

Amen. 

 

 
This sermon was preached by Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke at Haenertsburg Christian Church on the  

12th August 2018. (c) Dr. Ian F. Loughor-Clarke, Haenertsburg Christian Church.  

For more sermons from Ian go to http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za  Except where 

otherwise noted, Scripture quotations are from the International Version Bible, Copyright © 1985 

by The Zondervan Corporation.  Used by permission. 

All rights reserved. 
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