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Forgiveness leads to Fruitfulness 

 

(A message to help us learn that the minute that we forgive and let go, God can help cause us to 

forget the trauma of the past and become incredibly fruitful in life).  
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Main Scripture: 

 

Genesis 41:51-52 (NIV) 
51 Joseph named his firstborn Manassehd and said, “It is because God has made me forget all my 

trouble and all my father’s household.” 
52 The second son he named Ephraime and said, “It is because God has made me fruitful in the land 

of my suffering.”  

 

Introduction: 

 

Well good morning to you all and to all those viewers on YouTube and those that are listening on 

iTunes or podcast. It is such an honour and privilege to have you connecting and sharing this time 

with us. 

 

There are 50 chapters in the book of Genesis and 13 chapters are given to the life of Joseph, 

meaning that there is great significance and God wants us to learn some lessons from His life. We 

have been exploring his life for a few weeks now. This is the 8th in the series of the life of Joseph. 

Please can I ask that you subscribe to our YouTube channels so you can be notified when a new 

video is added? Then if you miss a sermon you can just quickly catch up. 

 

Last week we had a look at how we are to live when we reach the palace or the mountaintop of our 

life. 

 

This morning the title for my sermon is: 

 

Forgiveness leads to Fruitfulness 

 

Genesis 41:51-52 (NIV) 
51 Joseph named his firstborn Manassehd and said, “It is because God has made me forget all my 

trouble and all my father’s household.” 
52 The second son he named Ephraime and said, “It is because God has made me fruitful in the land 

of my suffering.”  
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1. Forget not that you are a Kingdom Citizen. 

 

It is important for us to note that Joseph lived in Egypt, but he was not an Egyptian. Joseph never 

forgot that he was a covenant son of Israel and likewise Jesus wants us to live in the world, but not 

allow the world to live in us. 

 

John 17:14–16 (NIV) 
14 I have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any 

more than I am of the world. 15 My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you 

protect them from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. 

 

Joseph after being sold into slavery at the age of 17 lived in the land of Egypt many years and 

eventually married an Egyptian woman after becoming second in charge to Pharaoh in Egypt. 

Joseph eventually had a son and he named his first-born son Manassah. Sometimes the naming of a 

child can be a very joyous, but also difficult and stressful task. The reason being that sometimes-

family members want to perpetuate family names and this can create more problems in life in the 

future. Joseph's was blessed with two sons, to whom he gave Jewish names that had meanings. He 

had married an Egyptian woman, but he still gave his children Hebrew names? Exactly!  he never 

forgot whom he belonged to, just like you and I must never forget who we belong to in life.  

 

2. Forgive so that God can cause you to forget. 

 

Genesis 41:51 (NIV) 
51 Joseph named his firstborn Manassehd and said, “It is because God has made me forget all my 

trouble and all my father’s household.” 

 

Genesis 41:51 (LEB) – Lexham English Bible 
51 And Joseph called the name of the firstborn Manasseh, for he said, “God has caused me to forget 

all my hardship and all my father’s house.” 

 

The firstborn son he named Manasseh, which means, "forgetting".  He gave his son this name 

because he chose to forgive those that sinned against him and hurt him so deeply. Because of that 

God helped him to forget the incredible heartache, sorrow and unfair treatment and the life that he 

went through. It is crucial for us to understand that God can never help us to forget our past wrongs 

or unfair treatment that we have had to endure at the hands of others unless we first choose to 

forgive. The minute we choose to forgive and let go, God can help us and cause us to forget. I do 

not believe that you can fully forget some of the things that you went through or what happened to 

you, but I believe that God can cause you to forget the trauma and agonizing emotions that goes 

along with those hurts. Every time he said his child's name Manasseh, he was saying, forget the 

hurtful past and strain on to greater things that lay ahead in life.  
 

What about yourself? What about yourself and the past failures, past hurts, past injustices done to 

you, past burdens, past headaches and defeats that you need to let go of in your life so that God can 

help you to forget the old so that you can strain on to take hold of that which lies ahead. 

 

We are better off forgetting some of the things of the past. May we all be better off for hearing this 

truth today because we all have to choose to let go of the hurtful past situations in our life so that 
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we can forget them and go on to greater things that God has for us in the future.  

 

3. Forgiveness leads to Fruitfulness. 

 

Genesis 41:52 (NIV) 
52 The second son he named Ephraime and said, “It is because God has made me fruitful in the land 

of my suffering.”  

 

Joseph named his second born son Ephraim, which means fruitfulness. This was given to his son 

because of God's favour upon his life and making Joseph so incredibly fruitful in Egypt's. You can 

not be more fruitful in a land where you were a prisoner, then becoming second in charge of the 

country, second to Pharaoh. 

 

It is crucially important for us to understand that if we want to be fruitful in our lives we have got to 

learn to forgive and forget. This means that we choose to let go of our past so that we can strive and 

strain on to greater things in the future. So often in life it is in the areas of tremendous affliction and 

hurt  that produces perseverance, perseverance -  character and character - hope and this ends up 

not disappointing us because we become fruitful, because we become grateful for where we are and 

what we have at this point and moment in time. 

 

Philippians 3:13–14 (NIV) 
13 Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting 

what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for 

which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. 

 

4. Focus not on the past, but on your mandate. 

 

Genesis 50:19–21 (NIV) 
19 But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of God? 20 You intended to harm 

me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives. 

 

Death by starvation was coming so he went throughout the land to prepare the people for salvation. 

He did not immediately go and visit his family when he came into power, but rather began to fulfill 

the mandate upon his life and that was the salvation of many.  

 

Just like you or I we have a mandate to call as many out of darkness into His marvelous light. Satan 

wants to keep the world in the dark so that he can destroy their life, but Jesus came to set us free so 

that we can live in freedom and share that freedom which we have in Christ Jesus.  

 

Conclusion: 

 

We need to realise that sometimes God's people do go through different trials, tribulations, 

hardships and afflictions and this is part of life. We can respond to these different circumstances in 

life in many different ways. You can become bitter and full of hatred and choose to feel abandoned 

and hence feel weak and defeated; or we can choose to face a situation in faith knowing that God 

can turn all things around for good to those that love Him and have been called according to His 

purposes. Choose to surrender to God this day even when things go wrong, knowing that God can 

change the situation in your favour from the minute you forgive and let go He can help you to 
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forget and then become incredibly fruitful. 

 

May we all learn to live according to the fruit of the spirit, which is love, joy, peace, patience, 

kindness, gentleness, self-control, etc. so that we can bear fruit for His glory and for His namesake. 

 

Joseph used every opportunity he could to bring glory to the name of God. When he came before 

Pharaoh, he acknowledged that he could not interpret Pharaoh's dream, but that God would give 

him the interpretation. When his brothers came to bow before him and he revealed himself to his 

petrified brothers he said that they must not be angry with themself because what they meant for 

evil God turned out for good. At every point God got the glory and may we learn to give God the 

glory in and through our lives at every turn. 

 

Re-Cap: 

1. Forget not that you are a Kingdom Citizen. 

2. Forgive so that God can cause you to forget. 

3. Forgiveness leads to Fruitfulness. 

4. Focus not on the past, but on your mandate. 

 

CLOSING: 

 

I would like to pray for those that are battling to forgive. Come forward and lay this issue and the 

cross so that God can cause you to forget.  

 

Come forward now and let it go once and for all. 

 

******* Let us pray! ******* 

     

Amen. 

 

 
This sermon was preached by Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke at Haenertsburg Christian Church on the  

19th August 2018. (c) Dr. Ian F. Loughor-Clarke, Haenertsburg Christian Church.  

For more sermons from Ian go to http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za  Except where 

otherwise noted, Scripture quotations are from the International Version Bible, Copyright © 1985 

by The Zondervan Corporation.  Used by permission. 

All rights reserved. 
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