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Main Scripture: 

 

Matthew 22:21 
21 “Caesar’s,” they replied. Then he said to them, “Give to Caesar what is 

Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s.” 

 

Introduction: 

 

Well good morning to you all and to all those viewers on YouTube and those that are 

listening on iTunes or podcast. It is such an honour and privilege to have you 

connecting and sharing this time with us. 

 

Last week we finished our series on the life of Joseph and trust that all of you were 

blessed and extremely encouraged by his life and the life of Christ as we learnt that he 

is a shadow of the life of Joseph. 

 

Sometimes in life we need what they call shock therapy to get us jolted out of some of 

our foolish illogical thinking. So are you ready for me to give you some mental and 

spiritual shock therapy? 

 

Right here we go! 

 

By the way are you willing to listen with an open heart and mind so that the Holy 

Spirit has an opportunity to solidify truths in your heart? 

 

I would like to know from you if I may kill someone? 

 

Answer: _______________________ 

 

For me the problem is that we live in the dispensation of grace and so many people 

believe that the laws of God no longer apply to our lives! I would like to know how 

come certain laws and principles and requirements you should abide by, however 

when it comes to others we conveniently find every excuse in the book to violate the 

same reasoning and thinking. Either the laws of God stand or they don’t so please 

make up your mind and be systematic in your interpretation of the Scriptures.  
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Matthew 5:17 (NIV) 
17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come 

to abolish them but to fulfill them. 

 

Jesus the Christ is the one that said this and not me. Please note that Jesus was also 

here in the New Testament and in the dispensation of grace. If you think that the laws 

of God no longer stand then you are crazy and I would be scared of you possibly 

killing some one and thinking that is acceptable.  

 

I am joking and being factious but we need to catch a wake up. 

 

This is making me lose hope for the church and makes me very despondent because 

the church is in trouble because you have differing voices teaching the so-called truth. 

I must be honest and truthful with you that the Church of Jesus Christ at large is busy 

dying at a phenomenally quick rate. Please note those of you that do not know me. I'm 

not at all a pessimist, but in fact an optimist but sadly I can see how people that call 

themselves Christians do only what is convenient for them irrespective of what God 

requires or what. This is the problem and they quite frankly are not ambassadors for 

Christ, but destroyers of the Kingdom of God. 

 

Matthew 5:17-19 
17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come 

to abolish them but to fulfill them. 18 I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth 

disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means 

disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished. 19 Anyone who breaks one 

of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called 

least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these commands 

will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 

 

According to what Jesus has said in the above passage those that teach and live by 

these laws and commandments will be blessed and called great in the kingdom of 

heaven. Please note that I said laws or commandments and not grace. Do you see we 

as the church today have gone totally off track with this grace message?  

 

Now I would like to ask you if tithing was a law in the Old Testament that God’s 

people were called to follow?  

 

Answer: _______________________ 

 

Yes it was and it was one of the last things that God spoke about before being silent 

for about 400 years.  

 

OK then should I practice it and teach other to practice tithing according to this 

Scripture? I believe this is a principle and requirement of God that we should live by 

as it is taught solidly in the Old Testament as well as in the New Testament.  
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If you don’t want to then knock yourself out, but just accept the fact that you are part 

of the demise of the church of Jesus Christ in this world and are disobedient to his 

commands. 

 

When we speak on tithing it is fraught with confusion and controversy and quite 

frankly I am not sure why, except that one would not want to sow money into the 

Kingdom of God and find any excuse not to support the ministry of God. 

 

When one talks about money it always seems to become a touchy subject and the one 

reason it is, is because some people feel guilty and the other is that people have 

become greedy and no longer want to give. 

 

I know that I have never ever taught with a motive to make people feel guilty or out 

of greed and I know that God will judge the motives of my heart and I have never 

ever pushed money in this congregation, but always taught from an equipping point of 

view and that is why God has blessed this congregation so that we have been able to 

survive for 20 year in this tiny village. The problem is that you have so many people 

thinking that they are called of God to preach and teach the Word of God with out any 

form of training and this is where the major errors are coming into the church. People 

watch YouTube and listen to people that take things out of context and do not take the 

whole of the Scriptures and teach from it as a whole.  

 

I think that most people who really love God want to do what is right and so we are 

going to look from that point of view without trying to have anyone feel guilty, but 

rather trying to find out God’s ways. We will never and I have never preyed on the 

emotions of people or tried to manipulate people to give, because quite frankly I don’t 

think that you can manipulate people in the long term.  So can I ask all of us to put 

away any prejudice that we might you have so that we can look at this subject from a 

clear and open mindset.  

 

Now there are many principles that God instructs in His Word, but a principle that is 

violated ends up hurting you and others. A principle that is taught should be followed 

and lived by as this will bring life and peace. 

 

Let us all choose to make the goal of our life the extension of the Kingdom of 

God and for this to happen the church needs all of our financial support or it 

cannot survive.  

 

Sadly we as a church are no longer making it financially. To run this church we need 

about $3500, which is about R50 000. We have to pay rates and taxes, refuse removal, 

garden services, cleaning services, Wi-Fi, teas & coffee, electricity and water, UIF, 

Christian copy right licenses, repairs and maintenance, sound equipment, computers, 

insurance, pay as you earn, my salary, etc. Do you see it cost a lot of money to keep 

any church running and the lights on? All my debit orders bounced because of not 

being able to get my salary. This is not a first, but should not be the case if everyone 

lived by the Word of God.  

 

Now don’t think for one second that I want your sympathy because I don’t as all I 

want is to live according to the Word of God and things like this will not happen 
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however this is happening all over the church today. Churches are even closing down 

because Christians are living how they please and NOT according to the Word of 

God. “I do what I want and do what I feel like doing,” this is their slogan and it is 

killing the church. 

 

You are to financially support biblical teachers. 

 

Can you tell me where has the Lord commanded that those who preach the gospel 

should receive a living from the gospel? You see this was an ingrained belief system 

because it was taught from the beginning of time. Now people preach against tithing 

and giving to the church, which would cause the church to be unable to support the 

pastors, which is what is happening and this quite frankly is sick. 

 

1 Corinthians 9:14 
14 In the same way, the Lord has commanded that those who preach the gospel should 

receive their living from the gospel. 

 

Galatians 6:6 
6 Anyone who receives instruction in the word must share all good things with his 

instructor. 

 

Right now I'm your instructor and according to Galatians 6:6 you should share good 

things that you receive from your labour with me because this is my labour, which is 

teaching you. You see I instruct people in the truth that brings freedom and blessing 

and the less people choose to sow good things they received, the less I can live. This 

is why God put the principal of tithing into place but now we do not give because we 

are forced to but because we choose to and this is what makes giving so beautiful. 

 

1 Timothy 5:17–19 
17 The elders who direct the affairs of the church well are worthy of double honor, 

especially those whose work is preaching and teaching. 18 For the Scripture says, “Do 

not muzzle the ox while it is treading out the grain,”b and “The worker deserves his 

wages.”c 

 

According to this passage it says, that those that preach and teach the gospel should 

not just receive a normal honour but a double honour. Tragedy is that the oxen are   

muzzled purely because there are no finances to give them any good thing. 

 

The tragedy in a small congregation and community like ours is that we battle just to 

survive as a congregation and then you get some clever little boys teaching on the 

internet on the subject that you should not tithe and the fund that would normally go 

towards growing God’s Kingdom are now going to other worldly sources. I find this 

very sad, but still a reality that we have to contend with. Many people don't support 

the local congregations meaning that eventually there will not be a local congregation. 

I know some people fund to mega churches that do not even need the funds and the 

tragedy is that the local congregations cannot survive and I find this to be a sick 

situation.  

                                                 
b Deut. 25:4 
c Luke 10:7 
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Even Jesus commands us to tithe.  

 

So let us look at the principles of God’s Word in this regard. 

 

Luke 11:42 
42 “Woe to you Pharisees, because you give God a tenth of your mint, rue and all other 

kinds of garden herbs, but you neglect justice and the love of God. You should have 

practiced the latter without leaving the former undone. 

 

I've heard some people say that Jesus was speaking to Pharisees and not to His 

disciples, which I find quite laughable. What that person is saying is that Jesus is 

teaching one set of principles to some and another to His disciples. Yes it is quite 

obvious it just does not make sense, for Jesus was teaching a truth and His disciples 

were listening to Him speaking to the Pharisees and being equipped as he talked and 

answered the questions. 

 

Matthew 22:17–21 
17 Tell us then, what is your opinion? Is it right to pay taxes to Caesar or not?”  

18 But Jesus, knowing their evil intent, said, “You hypocrites, why are you trying 

to trap me? 19 Show me the coin used for paying the tax.” They brought him a 

denarius, 20 and he asked them, “Whose portrait is this? And whose inscription?”  
21 “Caesar’s,” they replied.  

Then he said to them, “Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is 

God’s.” 

 

“Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s and give to God what is His.” Now we get some that 

want to get clever and then say, but tithing is no longer applicable to the church today. 

Well I ask with tears in my eyes, “ What on earth are we to be giving to God????” 

Jesus said give to God what is God's! So my question to you is what is God's and it is 

quite obvious and they well knew what He was talking about and that was that a tithe 

belonged to God and it was holy and set apart for God and His work. 

 

Leviticus 27:30 
30 “ ‘A tithe of everything from the land, whether grain from the soil or fruit from the 

trees, belongs to the LORD; it is holy to the LORD. 

 

There are 3 tithes found in the Bible. 
  

1. ma'aser rishon (the first tithe) – 1/10th  of your income goes to your church after 

the standard terumah (offering) which is given to the Kohen or cohen  ֹּה  ֵ   (priest, 

pastor, teacher). 

2. ma'aser sheni  (the second tithe) – 1/10th to yourself which you are to save for your 

old age. 

3. ma'aser ani  (pauper’s tithe or the third tithe) – 1/10th to the poor and this was 

given in lieu of every third ma'aser sheni. 

 

terumah or heave offering (is a kind of voluntary offering) – 1/40th to your pastor. 

 

In other words, FIRST give to your pastor 1/40th of your income. 
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Then give your tithe of 10% AFTER that terumah offering. 

Then give 1/10th to yourself to save etc. 

 

מ ֲשעֹּ  maaser – a tenth part, a tithe - רֵׂ

 

 sr - to become rich; to make rich; to gain riches - רׁשמ

 

Then we move into the New Testament which is known as the grace age but the 

principle still remains.  The only difference is now you give to God what is God's 

because you choose to and not because you're forced to. 

 

We are to give (for all time) a tithe and not just whatever we feel is right.  

 

Malachi 3:6–14 
6 “I the LORD do not change. So you, O descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed. 7 

Ever since the time of your forefathers you have turned away from my decrees and 

have not kept them. Return to me, and I will return to you,” says the LORD Almighty.  

“But you ask, ‘How are we to return?’  
8 “Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me.  

“But you ask, ‘How do we rob you?’  

“In tithes and offerings. 9 You are under a curse—the whole nation of you—

because you are robbing me. 10 Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there 

may be food in my house. Test me in this,” says the LORD Almighty, “and see if I will 

not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will 

not have room enough for it. 11 I will prevent pests from devouring your crops, and the 

vines in your fields will not cast their fruit,” says the LORD Almighty. 12 “Then all the 

nations will call you blessed, for yours will be a delightful land,” says the LORD 

Almighty.  
13 “You have said harsh things against me,” says the LORD.  

“Yet you ask, ‘What have we said against you?’  
14 “You have said, ‘It is futile to serve God. What did we gain by carrying out his 

requirements and going about like mourners before the LORD Almighty? 

 

I believe that tithing is a requirement that God wants His people to follow so that His 

work can be supported.  

 

A 10% of all that comes in belongs to the Lord. Now suddenly we are in the New 

Testament and it suddenly no longer applies and God has changed his mind? No 

somehow I don't think so! This principle still stands and I believe will never change 

because without it the Church of Jesus Christ will no longer exist. How then is the 

church supposed to function with no finances? 

 

The beautiful thing about tithing is that it teaches us self-discipline and principles of 

finances and helps us to ensure that we have money, but that money never has us. 

 

We are to give a 10% on our gross (before deductions) and not on our net. When you 

go to buy a house or car then you give your gross and not your net.  

 

Malachi 1:6–14 
6 “A son honors his father, and a servant his master. If I am a father, where is the 



 7 

honor due me? If I am a master, where is the respect due me?” says the LORD 

Almighty. “It is you, O priests, who show contempt for my name.  

“But you ask, ‘How have we shown contempt for your name?’  
7 “You place defiled food on my altar.  

“But you ask, ‘How have we defiled you?’  

“By saying that the LORD’s table is contemptible. 8 When you bring blind animals 

for sacrifice, is that not wrong? When you sacrifice crippled or diseased animals, is 

that not wrong? Try offering them to your governor! Would he be pleased with you? 

Would he accept you?” says the LORD Almighty.  
9 “Now implore God to be gracious to us. With such offerings from your hands, 

will he accept you?”—says the LORD Almighty.  
10 “Oh, that one of you would shut the temple doors, so that you would not light 

useless fires on my altar! I am not pleased with you,” says the LORD Almighty, “and I 

will accept no offering from your hands. 11 My name will be great among the nations, 

from the rising to the setting of the sun. In every place incense and pure offerings will 

be brought to my name, because my name will be great among the nations,” says the 

LORD Almighty.  
12 “But you profane it by saying of the Lord’s table, ‘It is defiled,’ and of its food, 

‘It is contemptible.’ 13 And you say, ‘What a burden!’ and you sniff at it 

contemptuously,” says the LORD Almighty.  

“When you bring injured, crippled or diseased animals and offer them as 

sacrifices, should I accept them from your hands?” says the LORD. 14 “Cursed is the 

cheat who has an acceptable male in his flock and vows to give it, but then sacrifices 

a blemished animal to the Lord. For I am a great king,” says the LORD Almighty, “and 

my name is to be feared among the nations. 

 

We are to honour God with what comes into our lives and not to give him our second 

best, but always our very best. Our government will never accept you just giving what 

you choose but will insist you give them what is required. Then how dare we think 

that we can give God any less? 

 

We are to give and tithe out of freedom. 

 

1 Corinthians 16:2 
2 On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in 

keeping with his income, saving it up, so that when I come no collections will have to 

be made. 

 

Here Paul was talking about taking up a collection for his work and did not want to 

waist time and also prepare people to give over and above there normal giving. Do 

you see however that he speaks about giving according to what you receive. In 

according to your income you are to give. 

 

2 Corinthians 9:6–7 
6 Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 

generously will also reap generously. 7 Each man should give what he has decided in 

his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 

 

Here he talks about giving and not tithing and our giving or offering we can decide as 

we see fit, but if we are going to touch what is holy to the Lord which is the tithe then 
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we are in trouble.  

 

If you still want to say that you don’t believe in tithing but in giving then make sure 

that you give above 10% and I will then believe that the motive of you heart is pure 

and if not then you are just lying to yourself.  

 

May we sow and tithe faithfully into the Kingdom of God so that we can have the 

word of God continually preached in this village and around the world. May 

God find you faithful in this regard!  

 

Amen. 

 

Let us pray. 

 
This sermon was preached by Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke at Haenertsburg Christian 
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