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Main Scripture: 

 

Colossians 1:16 (NIV) 
16 For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 

thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him. 

 

Introduction: 

 

Well good morning to you all and to all those viewers on YouTube and those that are listening on 

iTunes or podcast. It is such an honour and privilege to have you connecting and sharing this time 

with us. 

 

This morning the title for my sermon is: 

 

Living a Life of Purpose 

 

1. All things begin and end with God. 

 

Colossians 1:16 (NIV) 
16 For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 

thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him. 

 

Everything begins and ends with God. 

 

This means that the starting point to understand the reason for anything existing is God. Hence if 

you do not start at God you will come to a wrong conclusion every time. It is crucial to understand 

that anything that is created is done so with purpose. Nothing is ever created or made without 

purpose by its creator. This means that everything that is created was done so for a specific purpose 

in mind and for the benefit of the creator. The light bulb was created by Isaac Newton for the 

specific purpose of giving light in a dark place so the creator could see in the dark. The purpose 

was not to make lots of money, but rather a spin-off and advantage of the creation of the light bulb 

when he shares the creation with others. 

 

Likewise, God created you and I purposefully and for a specific purpose. 

 

This is the greatest and most important search in the heart of every man – purpose. 
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To find out your life's purpose you need to go to your manufacturer or creator. This means that you 

do not look to yourself as the starting point or within or something like that, but you look to God 

and find out from him. Our meaning, identity, significance, purpose and destiny in life can only be 

discovered when we find it out from God. 

 

If you look anywhere else you're wasting your time and will come to a false incorrect conclusion. 

 

So, remember that you were made for God and not for yourself so may we begin to allow God to 

use us for His purpose and stop trying to use God for our purposes! May you never forget that He's 

not just the source of life, but the starting point of life. 

 

2. You’re no accident. 

 

Isaiah 44:2 (NIV) 
2 This is what the LORD says—  

He who made you, who formed you in the womb,  

and who will help you: 

 

Whether your parents planned you or not,  

whether they wanted you or not, 

whether you are a so-called unexpected pregnancy or not, 

whether you are a so-called accident or not, 

 

is totally irrelevant because God planned you before the foundation of the earth and you were no 

accident or surprise to Him. You came at the right time and on schedule and God wanted you and 

that is why you are here. 

 

Ephesians 1:4–6 (NIV) 
4 For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In 

love 5 hea predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his 

pleasure and will— 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he 

loves. 

 

Before the creation of the world He already had us, not just in mind, but He had planned out our 

purpose for the future. 

 

So, if somehow you think that you were an unplanned child, let us just get the facts straight and that 

is that God planned you and you came with no surprise to Him. 

 

Psalm 139:16 (NIV) 
16 your eyes saw my unformed body.  

All the days ordained for me  

were written in your book  

before one of them came to be. 

Because God is love, He created this universe with the specific purpose to inhabit it with mankind 

so that we could live in fellowship with Him. We need to understand that He created us not because 

                                                           
a Or sight in love. He 
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He was lonely, but rather because He wanted to express His love to us and have us freely express 

our love towards Him as our creator. This is the main and first and foremost purpose of life.  

 

3. What is driving you in life? 

 

Ecclesiastes 4:4 (NIV) 
4 And I saw that all labor and all achievement spring from man’s envy of his neighbor. This too is 

meaningless, a chasing after the wind. 

 

There are many different things that can drive our lives and we need to ascertain if it is all 

worthwhile or not and if not then we need to make some changes. 

 

1. Are you driven by fear?  

2. Are you driven by guilt? 

3. Are you driven by materials? 

4. Are you driven by anger and hatred? 

5. Are you driven by the need for approval? 

 

If you want your life to have a great impact, then you have to focus it and stop dabbling in too 

many areas. 

 

It is crucial that we realise that we were not put on earth to be remembered or to build a legacy, but 

you were put here on earth as a preparation ground for eternity. 

 

Romans 14:12 (NIV) 
12 So then, each of us will give an account of himself to God. 

 

Firstly, we will have to give an answer to what we did with the fact that Jesus died on the cross and 

did we accept this incredible sacrifice.  

Secondly, we will have to given account of what we did with the gifts, tenants, abilities, energy, 

relationship, opportunities and time that God gave to us. 

 

4. We were made to live forever! 

 

Our being here on earth is just the dress rehearsal to an incredible production in His presence one 

day. It is like the warm-up lap before the race begins. 

 

2 Corinthians 5:1–3 (NIV) 
5 Now we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, an 

eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands. 2 Meanwhile we groan, longing to be clothed 

with our heavenly dwelling, 3 because when we are clothed, we will not be found naked. 

 

The closer you are in your relationship with God, the smaller everything else in life will appear to 

you. The reason is that your life is all about loving and serving Him and living to please Him. 

 

Let us all begin to live in the light of eternity, because that will ensure that your values and 

principles by which you live are in line with what God would have you live. 
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Your time, money and energy will be used more wisely the minute that you know your true purpose 

in life.  

 

If there were no life after death, then you may as well just live life up to the full and live carelessly 

and go wild.  

 

When we pass away from our mortal bodies it is not the termination of our lives, but the transition 

into eternal life.  

 

We need to understand that there are eternal consequences to everything that we do here on 

earth. 
 

You are in your mother's womb for nine months on average and this is not the end, but just the 

preparation for life. Likewise, you are on earth for 90 years on average and this is not the end, but 

just the preparation for eternal life to come. Our time here on earth is just like the blinking of an eye 

however the consequence of it will last forever. So, may I say, “Let your blink count”. 

 

5. Live life from God's viewpoint! 

 

So, tell me, how do you picture life and what images would come to your mind? 

Would you explain to me how life works according to your thinking? 

 

You see, how you think, will influence your values and expectations of life as well as your 

relationships, goals and priorities. 

 

Those people that think life is a party have a primary value system that is based on having fun. 

Those people that think life is just a game will have the primary value of winning at any cost. 

Those people that think life is a puzzle, have the primary value of trying to figure things out 

continually. 

 

Those people that think life is about relationship with God have a primary value in life of …….. ? 

 

In the Bible the three metaphors that teach us about our values in life are: 

 

 Life is a test. 

 Life is a trust. 

 Life is a temporary assignment. 

 

A. Life is a test. 

 

Tests and trials are placed in our lives so that our characters can be both develop and revealed, and 

this happens continuously through out life. 

 

This means that there is nothing in our lives that is insignificant because it's a continual test of our 

character. Every moment in life is an opportunity to grow and develop your character. The level 

and severity of the tests always vary, but we need to understand that all of them have eternal 

implications. During each test we are to deepen our character, strengthen our love and learn to 

depend more on God. 
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1 Corinthians 10:13 (NIV) 
13 No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. And God is faithful; he will not let 

you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way 

out so that you can stand up under it.  

 

God wants us to pass the tests of life and He gives us the ability and the grace to handle them all. 

 

James 1:12 (NIV) 
12 Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, because when he has stood the test, he will receive 

the crown of life that God has promised to those who love him. 

 

B. Life is a trust. 

 

Psalm 24:1 (NIV) 
1 The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it,  

the world, and all who live in it; 

 

Everything that we have is a gift from God and is being entrusted to our care and management. 

Whether it be our intelligence, resources, relationships, opportunities, our assets, whatever it may 

be. We are not owners. We are stewards. The sad thing is that most people do not understand this 

truth because, after all is said and done you and I own nothing because it is all God's. 

 

1 Corinthians 4:2 (NIV) 
2 Now it is required that those who have been given a trust must prove faithful. 

 

I hope most of us know the story of the talents because this is what life is all about. God has given 

us different talents and abilities etc. and we are to steward them and grow them to the glory of His 

name. According to our faithfulness in doing this, we will be rewarded and given promotion in 

heaven. 

 

Finances are probably the biggest test in most people's life, because most do not believe that they 

have been entrusted with their finances by God. This statement is a reflection on how few people 

tithe to the church.  

 

Luke 16:11 (NIV) 
11 And if you are untrustworthy about worldly wealth, who will trust you with the true riches of 

heaven? 

 

C. Life is a temporary assignment. 

 

We are Christ's ambassadors as though He was making His appeal through us and gives us an 

assignment to share with those on earth, those that do not know the truth of Jesus Christ. 

 

We are not to get too attached to the things of this world considering that we are aliens, passersby, 

foreigners, strangers, visitors and travellers. 

 

Sadly, too many people flirt with this world and end up becoming enemies of God. 
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1 Peter 2:11 (NIV) 
11 Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from sinful desires, which 

war against your soul. 

 

2 Corinthians 4:18 (NIV) 
18 So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but 

what is unseen is eternal. 

 

May we all make sure that our focus is on God and not on things, because things pass away, but 

God will never ever pass away. 

 

6. The ultimate reason for everything is to glorify God. 

 

Romans 11:36 (NIV) 
36 For from him and through him and to him are all things.  

To him be the glory forever! Amen. 

 

This means that even every part of our living should be about glorifying God. When you fulfill 

what God has told you to do you are glorifying God. 

 

There are many ways to glorify God, but we can summaries them into five purposes for life. 

 

1. We bring God glory by worshipping Him. 

2. We bring God glory by loving other people. 

3. We bring God glory by becoming like Christ. 

4. We bring God glory by serving others with our gifts. 

5. We bring God glory by telling others about Him. 

 

CLOSING: 

 

So the question this morning is are you going to live life according to God’s purposes or yours? 

     

Amen. 
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