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Our Purpose is to Become Christ-like. 

 

(A message that helps us realise that one of our major purposes in life is to become more like the 

Lord Jesus Christ in our thinking and character and this does not happen over night, but takes a 

life time).  
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Main Scripture: 

 

Ephesians 4:22–24 
22 You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being 

corrupted by its deceitful desires; 23 to be made new in the attitude of your minds; 24 and to put on 

the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness. 

 

Introduction: 

 

Well good morning to you all and to all those viewers on YouTube and those that are listening on 

iTunes or podcast. It is such an honour and privilege to have you connecting and sharing this time 

with us. 

 

We have been looking at purposes for the last 3 weeks and the title of my sermons were: 

 

Living a Life of Purpose 

Our Purpose in Life is to Please God. 

Last week my title was: 

Our Purpose is to Be a Part of God’s Family. 

 

Re-cap: 

1. We should be a Part of God’s Family. 

2. We should be Baptized to show our Family Commitment. 

3. We should Love God and Others. 

4. We should Belong to a Church.  

5. We should Experience Life Together. 

6. We should Cultivate Community Living. 

7. We should Protect our Church. 

 

My title this morning is: 

Our Purpose is to Become Christ-like. 

 

The third reason that God created us was so that we would choose to become like His Son the Lord 

Jesus Christ. 
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Right from the get-go, God decided to make mankind in his own image and likeness. There is 

nothing else in all creation like us. We were created to be like our creator.  

 

When someone says that your child looks like you, does it not bring pleasure to your heart and it 

would be the same when it comes to God. He wants us to look like His Son the Lord Jesus Christ 

and I don’t mean physically, but rather spiritually. That is why God is more interested in our 

character development than in our comfort. 

 

Ephesians 4:22–24 
22 You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being 

corrupted by its deceitful desires; 23 to be made new in the attitude of your minds; 24 and to put on 

the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness. 

 

We all need to form Godly habits, as that is what will make us more like Him. A great habit is 

spending time reading His Word and going to church. You will never ever become more like Him 

if you don’t follow those basics and that I guarantee you.  

 

The things that help mold us, is the Word of God, People and Situations.  

 

 The Word of God gives us the truth that we need to choose to live by. 

 The People provide support we need to grow and challenge us to make the right choices in 

life.  

 The Situation we find ourselves in provides the opportunity to practice Christlikeness.   

 

Isolating oneself from society is not what makes one spiritually mature, but rather being part of a 

church community and being involved in other people's lives is what will help you to mature. 

 

Remember that God is more interested in what you are than in what you do! 

 

This means that your character is far more important than your career.  

 

Sadly, most people that call themselves Christians today have abandoned living for God’s great  

Purposes and settled for personal fulfillment and emotional stability. 

 

Jesus is desperate for us to become like Him and this is an incredible privilege, responsibility and is 

our ultimate destiny. 

 

Let us have a look and see how we can become Christ-like: 

 

1. Growth Involves a Formula.  

 

God want us to grow up and become mature spiritually just like Jesus. 

 

Many Christians just grow older, but they do not grow up spiritually, but rather remain infants in 

Christ. The reason for this is that they never really wanted to grow in the first place and there is a 

lack of love for God. It takes intentional commitment to grow spiritually and is not just automatic. 

 

 You must desire to grow. 

 You must want to grow. 
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 You must decide to grow. 

 You must try to grow (make an effort). 

 You must persist to grow.  

 

Just like we choose to become a follower of the Lord Jesus Christ, so we choose to grow spiritually. 

If you choose to be committed to spiritual growth I guarantee you will grow spiritually. What you 

commit yourself to is what will define you and grow.  

 

You and I will become what we are committed to. 

 

Philippians 2:12–13 
12 Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed—not only in my presence, but now much 

more in my absence—continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God 

who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose. 

 

Let go of habits and routines that do not grow you and intentionally change the way you think. We 

need to work out our salvation and that involves an intentional effort from our side and then the 

Holy Spirit will work in us to bring the growth that He wants. 

 

Ephesians 4:14–15 
14 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there 

by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming. 15 

Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, 

Christ.  

 

If you want to grow spiritually the starting point is to change the way you think, for as a man 

thinketh so is he. This means that change begins in the mind. How you feel is determined but what 

you think, and it will then influence the way you act. For this process to begin we need to repent of 

our old ways and begin afresh and anew, doing God’s ways. 

 

Jesus thought of others and we too need to think of others instead of always thinking only about 

ourselves. 

 

2. Growth Comes About by Allowing the Truth to Transform You. 

 

Truth is what transforms us and changes us and sets us free.  

 

John 17:17 
17 Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. 

 

If you think about it, spiritual growth is a process where we replace lies with truth and then apply it 

to our lives. 

 

Romans 12:2 
2 Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world but be transformed by the renewing of your 

mind. 

 

 

This means that we need the Word of God to saturate our hearts and minds continuously so that the 
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lies that this world propagates are removed by the truth of God's Word and that can then come alive 

in our hearts. Let us start treasuring God's Word more than daily bread. 

 

The Bible is still the most printed book in the world today, but it is useless if it remains on our book 

shelves and is not read. This needs to be one of our first priorities in life and that is to study and 

read the Word of God. We need to learn to abide in Him so that His Word can abide in us. 

 

May we always make sure that God's word falls on the fertile soil of our hearts that is not rocky soil 

but a pathway! 

 

The Bible is to be: 

 Received, 

 Read, 

 Researched, 

 Remembered and  

 Reflected. 

 

James 1:25 
25 But the man who looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, 

not forgetting what he has heard, but doing it—he will be blessed in what he does. 

 

Studying the Word of God and going to Bible study and even church is pointless if you do not put it 

into practice. 

 

You and I remember what is important to us. Your memory is like a muscle so the more you use it 

the stronger it will become.  

 

Now the most important part is application, because it is to no avail unless we put it into practice.  

 

The Bible was not given to increase our knowledge but to change our lives.  

         D.L. Moody 

 

May the Word of God change our lives and not just puff us up with knowledge. 

 

3. Growth Comes About by Allowing Trouble to Transform You. 

 

God can use every trouble, hardship, difficulty, trial, problem or tough time in our life to bring 

about transformation to our lives, but we have to want this and allow God to bring about the 

change. Our characters constantly need transformation and we must allow the different 

circumstances in our lives to develop our characters to become more Christ-like. It is here where 

the rubber hits the tar. 

 

All of us will go through different hard times in our lives, but it is what we do with them that 

counts and how we react to the situation. God wants us, during our tough times in life, to run to 

Him and find refuge in Him so that we can learn to depend on him no matter what we go through in 

life. 

 

2 Corinthians 4:17 
17 For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs 
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them all. 

 

What happens inside of us is much more important than what happens outside of us. 

 

Remember that your pain is temporary, and your reward in life is eternal so focus on eternity. 

 

Romans 8:28 
28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him and who have 

been called according to his purpose. 

 

We all need to allow and make the best of our difficult circumstances and situations in life, so that 

God can refine us like gold, so that we may become just like Him. 

 

May we never give up allowing God to transform us into his likeness, but realise that this is a slow 

process and is a lifetime goal. 

 

4. Growth Can Take Place Even Through Temptation. 

 

Every time that we are tempted and overcome it, we become stronger in our walk with God.  

 

Temptation begins within us and starts, always starts, in the mind. 

 

Matthew 15:19–20 
19 For out of the heart comes evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false 

testimony, slander. 20 These are what make a man ‘unclean’; but eating with unwashed hands does 

not make him ‘unclean.’ “  

 

Temptation begins within us, meaning that we need to work on our inward self and not on our 

outward self. 

 

James 1:12 
12 Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, because when he has stood the test, he will receive 

the crown of life that God has promised to those who love him. 

 

The next thing is that Satan tries to get you to doubt God and His promises. Satan is the father of 

lies and is known for his deception. He will do anything he can to deceive us and normally tells 

half-truths, which is a whole lie. 

 

Temptation does not lie around us, but rather within us. If you allow this process to take place you 

will eventually disobey God and fall for the temptation. 

 

All of us are created as sexual beings and this is beautiful and good because that is how God 

created us. Being attracted and aroused is a spontaneous and natural part of our being. The problem 

however, is when we react on these feelings and fall into lust and commit in our minds what we 

want to do with our bodies. So, remember that attraction is not lust and only becomes lust when we 

dwell on it. In other words don’t choose to dwell on evil thoughts. 

 

2 Timothy 2:22 
22 Flee the evil desires of youth, and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, along with those 
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who call on the Lord out of a pure heart. 

 

Here are four cookies to defeating temptation. 

 

1. Refocus your attention on something else. 

2. Reveal your struggles to a godly friend. 

3. Resist the devil. 

4. Realise your vulnerability. 

 

1 Corinthians 10:13 
13 No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. And God is faithful; he will not let 

you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way 

out so that you can stand up under it. 

 

5. Growth Takes Time. 

 

Sadly, there are no short cuts when it comes to maturing spiritually. It takes years for our characters 

to grow up into spiritual maturity. Just like physical growth takes time so spiritual growth takes 

time, but if you never eat you will never grow. Make sure that your spiritual food menu is 

wholesome and full. 

 

Matthew 4:4 

4 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes 

from the mouth of God.’ 

 

God is not so worried about how fast we grow, but more about how strong we grow. Remember 

that God is never in a hurry even though many of us are in a huge hurry. 

 

You need to understand that growth is gradual, but also highly dependent on you. There are no 

shortcuts and no sermon or seminar that is just going to suddenly make you instantly mature. This 

is just a fallacy and not true because one moment cannot make you into a spiritual adult from an 

infant. This takes years of transformation and will never end in this lifetime. The reason that this 

takes so long is that we are slow learners and we have a lot in our lives to unlearn. 

 

Remember that your character is made up of the sum-total of your habits. Therefore, set in place 

good habits so that your character can become Godly. If you practice something long enough over 

time you will become good at it and this will cause you to become Christ-like. 

 

Philippians 1:6 
6 being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until 

the day of Christ Jesus. 

 

Just remember that God can grow a mushroom in a day, but it takes many years to grow an 

awesome huge tall tree that can stand in any weather condition. God wants to grow you and I so 

that we can stand no matter what comes our way. May we allow God to do His work in our lives so 

that our lives can bring glory to His name. 
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Re-Cap: 

 

1. Growth Involves a Formula.  

2. Growth Comes About by Allowing the Truth to Transform You. 

3. Growth Comes About by Allowing Trouble to Transform You. 

4. Growth Can Take Place Even Through Temptation. 

5. Growth Takes Time. 

 

 

Amen. 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

This sermon was preached by Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke at Haenertsburg Christian Church on the  

7th October 2018. (c) Dr. Ian F. Loughor-Clarke, Haenertsburg Christian Church.  

For more sermons from Ian go to http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za  Except where 

otherwise noted, Scripture quotations are from the International Version Bible, Copyright © 1985 

by The Zondervan Corporation.  Used by permission. 

All rights reserved. 
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