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Our Purpose is to Serve God. 

 

(A message that helps us realise that one of the major purposes for us living is so that we can serve 

God and in our serving of others we are serving God.).  
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Main Scripture: 

 

1 Corinthians 3:5 
5 What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only servants, through whom you came to 

believe—as the Lord has assigned to each his task. 

 

Introduction: 

 

Well good morning to you all and to all those viewers on YouTube and those that are listening on 

iTunes or podcast. It is such an honour and privilege to have you connecting and sharing this time 

with us. 

 

We have been looking at our purpose for the last 4 weeks and the title of my sermons were: 

 

Living a Life of Purpose 

1. Our Purpose in Life is to Please God. 

2. Our Purpose is to Be a Part of God’s Family. 

 

Last week my title was: 

 

3. Our Purpose is to Become Christ-like. 

 

1. Growth Involves a Formula.  

2. Growth Comes About by Allowing the Truth to Transform You. 

3. Growth Comes About by Allowing Trouble to Transform You. 

4. Growth Can Take Place Even Through Temptation. 

5. Growth Takes Time. 

 

My title this morning is: 

 

4. Our Purpose is to Serve God. 

 

1 Corinthians 3:5–9 
5 What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only servants, through whom you came to 

believe—as the Lord has assigned to each his task. 6 I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God 

made it grow. 7 So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God, who makes 



 2 

things grow. 8 The man who plants and the man who waters have one purpose, and each will be 

rewarded according to his own labor. 9 For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, 

God’s building. 

 

What are we all, after everything is said and done?  Just servants of the Most High but may we all 

make sure that we are the best servants that you will ever find because we are serving the King of 

Kings.  

 

How do we ensure that: Our Purpose is to Serve God? 

 

1. Serving With Your Gift Is Your Assignment.  

 

Every single one of us was created to make a contribution to society and life and not just to 

consume resources and take up space. Many people in life now, just take up space and waste 

oxygen, because they live for no-one but themselves, which is a waste of time and meaningless. 

You and I were created to make a difference for the better in our lives and others. 

 

Ephesians 2:10 
10 For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in 

advance for us to do. 

 

You see that God created every one of us to do good works for and to His glory. When we serve 

others, we are actually serving God. 

 

Did you know that when you serve others you're actually fulfilling your ministry? The word servant 

and ministry are synonymous terms so never forget that when you're serving someone, you're 

actually ministering to them. This will make your serving others far more enjoyable and maybe you 

will be far more willing to serve. 

 

When we are saved God doesn't just take us to heaven, because He intends for us to fulfill His 

purpose and that is to serve others so that they may come to know Him through our life. If you have 

no desire to serve others, then you need to question your Salvation. God has a ministry for you in 

His church and a mission for you in this world and may we all be found faithful to carry it out with 

excellence to His glory. Whatever your job is, you are called to full-time Christian service in order 

to serve others and help change their lives for the better.  When you use what God has placed 

within you then you are fulfilling your calling in life.  

 

If you call yourself a Christian, then serving others is not optional because that is part of our 

mandate as servants of Christ. Remember Jesus gave His life for us as a ransom for many and we 

too are to do the same by serving and giving our lives in service to others. 

 

Life is about loving and serving others unselfishly and this is what we call ministry. If you are not, 

then you are living a selfish life, which is not what God wants from us as His people. 

 

Romans 2:8 
8 But for those who are self-seeking and who reject the truth and follow evil, there will be wrath and 

anger. 

 

God will not tolerate so called Christians that are self-seeking and do only what they do for 
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themselves and not in His service. Will you allow God to use you to make a difference in the lives 

of others in this world? 

 

2. Serving Others Is Based On Your Gifts. 

 

Isaiah 43:21 
21 the people I formed for myself  

that they may proclaim my praise. 

You were created to serve God and glorify and praise Him in everything you do and when you 

serve Him and others with the gifts, talents, abilities and capabilities that God has given you to His 

glory and praise, then you are serving Him as your Lord. 

 

There is an acronym for SHAPE: 

 

Spiritual gifts  

Heart  

Abilities 

Personality 

Experience 

 

We have all been given different gifts and because of this we need each other in our lives to 

accomplish God’s plan through our lives. God gave us our gifts so that we could help the church 

and ultimately the world. They were never just given for our own selfish agendas. If you live for 

yourself and not to also serve others, you are out of line and you need to question your Salvation.  

 

May we all serve God with our gifts dutifully, passionately and enthusiastically?  

 

If you do what you love to do, then no one will need to motivate you and check up on you and you 

will be great at it if you work at it with all your heart and might to His glory.  

 

1 Corinthians 12:6 
6 There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of them in all men. 

 

We are all created differently and with different purposes, but it is God that works through us to 

accomplish His purpose and goals through our lives. Your gifts, talents and abilities were given not 

just for you to make a living, but also to serve others, so make sure that you serve others with your 

gifts or else you are what is called a wicked and unfaithful servant.  

 

All of us are completely different and God put us together uniquely with our own combination of 

personality traits, talents, gifts and abilities. If you try and mimic someone or something that you 

are not, you'll get frustrated and it will cause you to become depressed. So, learn to flow with who 

you are, and in the way God created you. 

 

Everything that you have gone through in life has shaped you into who you are, and God wants to 

use what you've gone through to help and bless others. 

 

2 Corinthians 1:3–4 
3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of 

all comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with 
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the comfort we ourselves have received from God. 

 

Even when we go through bad times, terrible things, loss or what ever the case may be God has 

comforted us and we can help others because we have already walked that road and can help and 

bless others with what we have learned and what God has revealed to us and the knowledge and 

wisdom that we have acquired through the experience.  

 

Romans 12:5–8 
5 so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. 6 We 

have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man’s gift is prophesying, let him use it in 

proportion to hisb faith. 7 If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; 8 if it is 

encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; 

if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully. 

 

We all belong to one another and thus need each other in our lives, because we all have different 

gifts that others may need in life. Whatever your gift may be make sure that you are faithful to use 

it to bless others and be faithful in administering that gift.  

 

What you are is God's gift to you;  

what you do with yourself is your gift to God.  

      Danish proverb 

 

One of the traps of Satan is to get you to compare your ministry with others and secondly to 

try and conform your ministry to others’ expectation. 

 

2 Corinthians 10:12 
12 We do not dare to classify or compare ourselves with some who commend themselves. When 

they measure themselves by themselves and compare themselves with themselves, they are not 

wise. 

 

Let us all make sure that we continue to hone our gifts and get better and better to the glory of God. 

We do not want the gifts that God has given us to be taken from us and given to someone else. 

 

2 Timothy 2:15 
15 Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to be 

ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth. 

 

3. Serving Others As Christ Served Us.  

 

Mark 10:43–44 
43 Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, 44 and 

whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. 

 

Those that are really willing to serve others are those that are most mature spiritually. 

 

Real servants do the best that they can with what they have been given.  

 

 
                                                           
b Or in agreement with the 
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We need to stop waiting for the perfect conditions or to be at a certain level and start to just serve 

others without gifts to the best of our ability and in love. 

 

Matthew 10:42 
42 And if anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones because he is my disciple, 

I tell you the truth, he will certainly not lose his reward.” 

 

Even when you serve people without them knowing that you are serving them, and it goes 

unnoticed, do not become discouraged, but keep on serving because you are doing it as unto God 

and He will reward you. 

 

4. Serving Must Be Done With A Servant’s Heart. 

 

Servants always think more about others than about themselves.  

 

Jesus, even though He is the Lord of all, served others and washed other people's feet and we 

should do the same. The only approval that you need in life is actually God's. 

 

Philippians 2:5–8 
5 Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:  

6 Who, being in very naturea God,  

did not consider equality with God something to be grasped,  
7 but made himself nothing,  

taking the very natureb of a servant,  

being made in human likeness.  
8 And being found in appearance as a man,  

he humbled himself  

and became obedient to death—  

even death on a cross! 

 

We need to ensure that whatever we do we do it with a servant’s heart and unto the Lord at all 

times.  

 

5. Serving Must Be Done In Weakness.  

 

2 Corinthians 12:9 
9 But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” 

Therefore, I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on 

me. 

 

If God only used perfect people I can guarantee you nothing on this earth would get done, because 

not one of us is perfect and we are weak and need his grace continuously in our lives.                                      

 

 

 

 

                                                           
a Or in the form of 
b Or the form 
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Our Purpose is to Serve God. 
 

1. Serving With Your Gift Is Your Assignment.  

2. Serving Others Is Based On Your Gifts. 

3. Serving Others As Christ Served Us.  

4. Serving Must Be Done With A Servant’s Heart. 

5. Serving Must Be Done In Weakness.  

 

Amen. 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

This sermon was preached by Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke at Haenertsburg Christian Church on the  

14th October 2018. (c) Dr. Ian F. Loughor-Clarke, Haenertsburg Christian Church.  

For more sermons from Ian go to http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za  Except where 

otherwise noted, Scripture quotations are from the International Version Bible, Copyright © 1985 

by The Zondervan Corporation.  Used by permission. 

All rights reserved. 
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