
 1 

Our Purpose is to Be a Part of God’s Family. 

 

(A message that helps us realise that God wants us to be part of His family and that is the Church 

as this is where you learn to live and love no matter the cost).  
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Main Scripture: 

 

Ephesians 1:5  
 He predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his 

pleasure and will. 

 

Introduction: 

 

Well good morning to you all and to all those viewers on YouTube and those that are listening on 

iTunes or podcast. It is such an honour and privilege to have you connecting and sharing this time 

with us. 

 

Last week my title was: 

 

Our Purpose in Life is to Please God. 

 

Re-cap: 

 

1. We please God when choosing Him.  

2. We please God when living a lifestyle of Worship. 

3. We please God when we choose His Friendship. 

 

My title this morning is: 

Our Purpose is to Be a Part of God’s Family. 

 

God created us to worship and love Him and secondly to be a part of His family.  

 

1. We should be a Part of God’s Family. 

 

Ephesians 1:5 
5 Hea predestined us to be adopted as His sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with His 

pleasure and will 

 

God treasures relationship and, because He is love, wants us to be part of His love and in 

relationship with Him. 
                                                           
a Or sight in love. He 
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We need to understand that God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit are one and are in perfect 

relationship with one another. We need to know that they did not need a family, but rather they 

desired one and wanted one that would choose to love them.  So, we were created for this purpose. 

 

Romans 12:5 
5 so in Christ we who are many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. 

 

Now we need to understand that all of us are born into the human family, but to be born into God's 

family you need to be born again and this is about having faith in Jesus Christ as your personal 

Lord and Saviour. 

 

Our spiritual family is more important then our biological family because our spiritual family will 

last forever. The beautiful thing about this family is that nothing can destroy it not even war, the 

economy or a natural disaster because it lasts forever. This is a family worth investing in and 

working for as much as possible. Stop working towards retirement and start working in the light of 

eternity. While you have breath work for and in the family of God.  

 

2. We should be Baptized to show our Family Commitment. 

 

Acts 16:33 
33 At that hour of the night the jailer took them and washed their wounds; then immediately he and 

all his family were baptized. 

 

Mark 16:16 
16 Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be 

condemned. 

 

It’s like a wedding ring, which is an inward commitment made in your heart to God. 

 

Baptism should be done immediately after accepting Christ, as that is the Biblical pattern. If you 

have not been personally baptized as a believer, as there is no other baptism but believer’s baptism, 

I encourage you to listen to a teaching on baptism I have done and you can find this on our 

YouTube channel.  

 

So, may you never forget that as a Kingdom citizen you are part of God's family and He is not 

ashamed to call us His brothers and sisters and we should always regard this with great honour and 

see it as a huge privilege. 

 

May we never again ever feel unwanted, unloved, unimportant, insecure and undesired because this 

is not the truth because God wants us to be a part of His family. 

 

3. We should Love God and others. 

 

Matthew 22:37-39 
37 Jesus replied: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 

your mind.a 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your 

neighbor as yourself.” 

                                                           
a Deut. 6:5 
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God is love and the most important thing that He wants us to learn on earth is how to love Him and 

then others. 

 

If you and I want to become like Him, then we need to learn to love. When we love others, we are 

most like Him.  We are to show special attention especially to those within the family of believers. 

Remember the world will know that we are His disciples not by our dogma or doctrines, but by our 

love. 

 

Love can never be learnt in isolation and this sometimes involves being around people that are 

frustrating, irritating and imperfect. We are all bankrupt if we have no love and therefore this 

should be our greatest goal and that is to love God above all things and love our fellow man. The 

whole point of life is learning to love God and others.  Just remember that love will last forever and 

is the greatest thing that we are called to live by. 

 

The greatest gift that you can give someone is your time. This involves focused attention. You see 

love involves giving not just of your money but also of your time. 

 

4. We should Belong to a Church.  

 

1 Timothy 3:15 
15 if I am delayed, you will know how people ought to conduct themselves in God’s household, 

which is the church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of the truth. 

 

God never only called you just to believe in Him, but also to belong to Him and His Church. 

Nowhere in the Bible does it talk about solitary living or spiritual hermits for there is nothing like 

this in God's kingdom. We must be a part of the body of Christ which is His Church.  

 

Too many people think that they can live out their Christianity based on their own set of belief 

systems, and this is just contrary to Scripture and is a deception of the devil. All over the Bible it 

talks about the fact that we are bound together, joined together, members together, held together, 

fitted together, put together and will ultimately be caught up together in the sky to be with Him. 

 

You have a personal relationship with God, but God never intended it to be private but to be lived 

out in life and within the body of Christ known as the church. 

 

Romans 12:5 
5 so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. 

 

God never intended for us to exist on our own. Those that disconnect themselves from spiritual life 

with the body eventually end up ceasing to exist. Sadly, their children stop serving and loving God 

and for that they will be held accountable.  

 

Remember that Jesus died for the church by giving His life for the body. You need to find a role in 

the body of Christ, which is the Church. There is just no way that anyone can say that they love 

God but hate His body, the Church, stopping being one of those that use the Church for their 

benefits, but do not love the Church and give of themselves to the Church. 

 

Sadly, you get many so-called spiritual orphans in the world today that are not committed to any 
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Church congregation and are not accountable to anyone and do just as they please. I believe that 

they are not actually born again, because they really just do things on their terms and not God’s. 

They are hypocritical liars and God will not have that in His Church. 

 

When we are in regular contact with perfect believers we learn real fellowship and become 

connected and dependent on each other. This is what God wants as He does not want us to live 

lives isolated from one another, but to be involved in the lives of others. 

 

1 John 3:16 
16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay 

down our lives for our brothers. 

 

We need to work our spiritual muscles, and this takes place when you play your part in the body of 

Christ the Church and you are involved in the Church.  Stop making excuses and start getting 

involved in Christ’s family, the Church.  

 

The Bible talks about: 

 

Serving each other, 

Giving to each other, 

Honoring each other, 

Forgiving each other, 

Teaching each other, 

Loving each other,  

Encouraging each other. 

Admonishing each other, 

Accepting each other, 

Greeting each other, 

Praying for each other, 

Bearing with each other, 

 

This is what we are responsible for in our local fellowship. You are only challenged in your 

holiness when there is someone that can rub you up the wrong way. Otherwise your holiness is 

untested. Spiritual maturity is revealed in the midst of relationship not outside of relationships.  

 

We are called to be involved in each other’s lives and not to mind each other’s business, but rather 

help each other. 

 

Are you a church attender or a church member? 

Are you a consumer or a contributor? 

 

You mostly get attenders that want the benefit without sharing in the responsibility.  This is the 

same with couples that live together, but don’t want to get married.  

 

5. We should Experience Life Together. 

 

Colossians 3:15 
15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to 

peace. And be thankful. 
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We need to learn to experience life together and make sure that we live in peace and make peace 

where peace needs to be restored. Our ability to get along with other believers is a mark of spiritual 

maturity. 

 

We are to be peacemakers, and this involves purposely trying to resolve conflicts. Peacemaking is 

hard work, but that is what we are called to do. 

 

You can worship in a big crowd, but you can fellowship only in a small group. That is why we have 

cell groups and I would encourage you to be a part of one.  

 

In this group there needs to be complete openness and vulnerability so that you can do life together 

and council and encourage others in your most holy faith. 

 

Gal 6:2 
2 Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way, you will fulfill the law of Christ. 

 

6. We should Cultivate Community Living. 

 

Acts 2:42 
42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread 

and to prayer. 

 

Real community requires there to be commitment, fellowship, prayer and involvement in each 

other’s lives. 

 

We have got to learn to speak the truth in love or else our community will fall apart. Some people 

need to be taught how to have fellowship that is appropriate because some people just dominate the 

conversation. This is all learned in small groups, which we call cell groups, and I would encourage 

you all to be a part of one of these groups.  

 

7. We should protect our Church. 

 

Ephesians 4:3 
3 Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 

 

We are to make every effort to ensure that unity prevails within your church.  Without the unity you 

cannot have fellowship, which means that without it, there is no heart to the church. 

 

Did you know that there is more spoken about in the Bible on unity in the church than heaven or 

hell? The reason for this is that when there is no unity there is no Church so, make sure that you 

work towards keeping the unity within the Church at all times.  

 

1 Thessalonians 5:12–13 
12 Now we ask you, brothers, to respect those who work hard among you, who are over you in the 

Lord and who admonish you. 13 Hold them in the highest regard in love because of their work. Live 

in peace with each other. 

 

Support your pastor and leaders. It is a very thankless job or calling and they often have to be 
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mediators and be involved in conflict resolution, so hold them up in your prayers. This will help 

keep the Church united and strong. 

 

Re-cap: 

1. We should be a Part of God’s Family. 

2. We should be Baptized to show our Family Commitment. 

3. We should Love God and Others. 

4. We should Belong to a Church.  

5. We should Experience Life Together. 

6. We should Cultivate Community Living. 

7. We should Protect our Church. 

 

Amen. 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

This sermon was preached by Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke at Haenertsburg Christian Church on the  

16th September 2018. (c) Dr. Ian F. Loughor-Clarke, Haenertsburg Christian Church.  

For more sermons from Ian go to http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za  Except where 

otherwise noted, Scripture quotations are from the International Version Bible, Copyright © 1985 

by The Zondervan Corporation.  Used by permission. 

All rights reserved. 
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