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Let’s Go on to Maturity in Christ. 

 

(A message to encourage us to go on into maturity in Christ Jesus and put a strict training program 

before ourselves.) 
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Dr. Ian F.Loughor-Clarke, Pastor 
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Main Scripture: 

 

1 Corinthians 3:1–4 
1 Brothers, I could not address you as spiritual but as worldly—mere infants in Christ. 2 I gave 

you milk, not solid food, for you were not yet ready for it. Indeed, you are still not ready. 3 You are 

still worldly. For since there is jealousy and quarreling among you, are you not worldly? Are you 

not acting like mere men? 4 For when one says, “I follow Paul,” and another, “I follow Apollos,” 

are you not mere men?  

 

Introduction: 

 

Well good morning to you all and to all those viewers on YouTube and those that are listening on 

iTunes or podcast. It is such an honour and privilege to have you connecting and sharing this time 

with us. 

 

Introduction: 

 

A group of tourists visiting a picturesque village walked by an old man sitting beside a fence. In a 

rather patronizing way, one tourist asked him, “Were any great men born in this village?” The old 

man replied, “Nope, only babies.” 

 

We had a look at the fact that all of us that want children or grandchildren want them to grow up 

and be mature and not to remain on diapers for the rest of their lives.   

 

This comes to the same thing when it comes to our spiritual growth. God wants us to become 

mature, but sadly most Christian don’t ever get to become mothers and fathers in the faith. God 

wants to change this so that we, as His people, grow and mature and reproduce after our own kind.  

 

1st week sermon: Stages of Spiritual Maturity. 

 

2nd Last week’s sermon: A Mature Christin or A Worldly Christian 

Re-Cap: 

 

1. Are you a Spiritual or Worldly Christian? 

2. Are you going to be rewarded for your labour in the Lord? 

3. You have to grow up into imparters? 
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This Morning: Let’s Go on to Maturity in Christ. 

 

 

Introduction: 

 

 

Let us start off by asking a question 

Is it easy to go to heaven? 

 

Mark 10:24–25 
24 The disciples were amazed at His words. But Jesus said again, “Children, how hard it isb to enter 

the kingdom of God! 25 It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man 

to enter the kingdom of God.”  

 

What we do promotes faith in the Lord or it hinders others in putting their faith in Christ. May we 

not ever discredit the Lord Jesus Christ, because you need to remember that it is not that easy to 

enter the kingdom of God and there is a cost involved and most people are not willing to pay the 

price.  

 

Mahatma Gandhi, said that I like your Christ, but I do not like you Christians because you 

Christians are so unlike your Christ. 

 

 

1. Let’s Leave the Basics and Become Mature. 

 

 

Hebrews 6:1–6 
1 Therefore let us leave the elementary teachings about Christ and go on to maturity, not laying 

again the foundation of repentance from acts that lead to death,a and of faith in God, 2 instruction 

about baptisms, the laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment. 3 And 

God permitting, we will do so.  
4 It is impossible for those who have once been enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, 

who have shared in the Holy Spirit, 5 who have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the 

powers of the coming age, 6 if they fall away, to be brought back to repentance, becauseb to their 

loss they are crucifying the Son of God all over again and subjecting him to public disgrace. 

 

• the foundation of repentance  

• of faith in God,  

• instruction about baptisms,  

• the laying on of hands,  

• the resurrection of the dead, and  

• eternal judgment. 

 

 

 
                                                           
b Some manuscripts is for those who trust in riches 
a Or from useless rituals 
b Or repentance while 
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2. Let’s Put Everything in to Become Mature. 

 

1 Corinthians 9:24–27 
24 Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize? Run in such a way 

as to get the prize. 25 Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training. They do it to 

get a crown that will not last; but we do it to get a crown that will last forever. 26 Therefore I do not 

run like a man running aimlessly; I do not fight like a man beating the air. 27 No, I beat my body 

and make it my slave so that after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified for the 

prize. 

 

What is the strict training program that you have put before yourself? 

 

When last did you beat your body and say so sad, but you are going to get up and do this no matter 

what, so stop your nonsense?  

 

 

 

3. Let’s Understand that Suffering Helps us Become Mature. 

 

Hebrews 5:7–10 
7 During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, he offered up prayers and petitions with loud cries and 

tears to the one who could save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent 

submission. 8 Although he was a son, he learned obedience from what he suffered 9 and, once made 

perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him 10 and was designated by 

God to be high priest in the order of Melchizedek. 

 

Jesus was heard by God because of His reverent submission. There are very few people that are 

submitted completely to God and hence their prayers are not answered. However, they expect them 

to be answered but then live like heathens.  

 

Please note that He (Jesus) learned obedience from the suffering that he went through.  

 

4. Let’s Make Every Effort to Become Mature. 

 

Luke 13:23-30 
22 Then Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as he made his way to Jerusalem. 23 

Someone asked him, “Lord, are only a few people going to be saved?”  

He said to them, 24 “Make every effort to enter through the narrow door, because many, I tell 

you, will try to enter and will not be able to. 25 Once the owner of the house gets up and closes the 

door, you will stand outside knocking and pleading, ‘Sir, open the door for us.’  

“But he will answer, ‘I don’t know you or where you come from.’  
26 “Then you will say, ‘We ate and drank with you, and you taught in our streets.’  
27 “But he will reply, ‘I don’t know you or where you come from. Away from me, all you 

evildoers!’  
28 “There will be weeping there, and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 

and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, but you yourselves thrown out. 29 People will come 

from east and west and north and south, and will take their places at the feast in the kingdom of 

God. 30 Indeed there are those who are last who will be first, and first who will be last.” 
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There are so many people that think that they are going to heaven, but, are going to get a massive 

shock and I trust that you are not going to get a shock. 

 

Does God know you? 

 

It does not just help for you to say that you …………… 

 

Re-Cap: 

 

1. Let’s Leave the Basics and Become Mature. 

2. Let’s Put Everything in to Become Mature. 

3. Let’s Understand that Suffering Helps us Become Mature. 

4. Let’s Make Every Effort to Become Mature. 

 

Amen. 

 

 

NOTES: 

................................................................................................................................................................

................. 

 

Amen. 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

This sermon was preached by Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke at Haenertsburg Christian Church on the  

2nd December 2018. (c) Dr. Ian F. Loughor-Clarke, Haenertsburg Christian Church.  

For more sermons from Ian go to http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za  Except where 

otherwise noted, Scripture quotations are from the International Version Bible, Copyright © 1985 

by The Zondervan Corporation.  Used by permission. 

All rights reserved. 
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