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A Mature Christian or A World Christian. 
 

(A message that helps us to realize what kind of Christian we are and what level of maturity we are 

at in our life) 
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Main Scripture: 

 

1 Corinthians 3:1–4 
3 Brothers, I could not address you as spiritual but as worldly—mere infants in Christ. 2 I gave 

you milk, not solid food, for you were not yet ready for it. Indeed, you are still not ready. 3 You are 

still worldly. For since there is jealousy and quarreling among you, are you not worldly? Are you 

not acting like mere men? 4 For when one says, “I follow Paul,” and another, “I follow Apollos,” 

are you not mere men?  

 

 

Introduction: 

 

Well good morning to you all and to all those viewers on YouTube and those that are listening on 

iTunes or podcast. It is such an honour and privilege to have you connecting and sharing this time 

with us. 

 

Introduction: 

 

Who of you want Children? 

 

Who of you have Children? 

 

Who of you have Grand Children? 

 

Now how many of you would be happy to have a child that remained on nappies or diapers for the 

rest of their lives? 

 

None of us because we want to see them grow and mature and be able to stand on their own two 

feet and accomplish greater things than what we did.  

 

What about going to school for 15 years and when you are done you can still hardly read and write.  

Would you be happy as a parent? 

 

This is the same with God as He does not want us to stay the same but that we are to grow up 

spiritually.  
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Last week’s sermon: Stages of Spiritual Maturity. 

 

 

Re-Cap of last week sermon: 
 

1. How many stages of Spiritual Growth are there? 

 

a) Little Children. 

b) Young Men. 

c) Fathers. 

 

2. How to test whether you a Christian? 

3. How to become a Little Children? 

4. How to become a Young Man? 

5. How to become a Father in the Faith? 

 

If you read 1 Corinthians 1 & 2 then you will see that Paul divided the people in the world into 2 

groups and they were called: Christians and Non-Christians.  

 

Then in chapter 3 Paul divides Christians into 2 groups and they are: mature Christians and 

immature Christians or carnal Christians. 

 

1 Corinthians 3:1–9 
1 Brothers, I could not address you as spiritual but as worldly—mere infants in Christ. 2 I gave 

you milk, not solid food, for you were not yet ready for it. Indeed, you are still not ready. 3 You are 

still worldly. For since there is jealousy and quarreling among you, are you not worldly? Are you 

not acting like mere men? 4 For when one says, “I follow Paul,” and another, “I follow Apollos,” 

are you not mere men?  
5 What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only servants, through whom you came to 

believe—as the Lord has assigned to each his task. 6 I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God 

made it grow. 7 So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God, who makes 

things grow. 8 The man who plants and the man who waters have one purpose, and each will be 

rewarded according to his own labor. 9 For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, 

God’s building. 

 

1. Are you a Spiritual or Worldly Christian? 

 

1 Corinthians 3:1–4 
1 Brothers, I could not address you as spiritual but as worldly—mere infants in Christ. 2 I gave 

you milk, not solid food, for you were not yet ready for it. Indeed, you are still not ready. 3 You are 

still worldly. For since there is jealousy and quarreling among you, are you not worldly? Are you 

not acting like mere men? 4 For when one says, “I follow Paul,” and another, “I follow Apollos,” 

are you not mere men?  

 

They can only manage to drink milk and cannot eat solid food.  

 

We are not still to be worldly, but to be set apart.  
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Philippians 2:14 
14 Do everything without complaining or arguing, 

 

Hebrews 7:26 
26 Such a high priest meets our need—one who is holy, blameless, pure, set apart from sinners, 

exalted above the heavens. 

 

Are you perhaps living just for the moment or know of someone like that who is slowly but surely 

on his or her way to getting lost? That is not their intention, but inevitably it happens and will 

definitely happen to their children. Too many people are only concentrating on the now, and slowly 

but surely their faith in God will dwindle till there is nothing left. Before long they wake up and 

realize that their lives are empty and feel that God has departed from them and that He, therefore, 

does not exist.  This now typifies a sheep and much of those that have lost their faith and those that 

do not know God. You see life is not just about simply making a living, eating and then dying as 

some have come to believe. 

 

FINDING THE AIRPORT 

Once upon a time there was this man who was an airline pilot. He sadly often had difficulty 

locating items around the house. One day he asked his wife where the salt was because he could not 

find it in the kitchen. Annoyed, she responded, "How on earth can you find airplane runways all 

around the world at night in a blizzard and storm, but you can’t find the salt in your own kitchen?" 
"Well, darling," he replied, "they don’t move landing strips all around the world! 

 

Revelation 3:16-17 (NIV) 
16 So, because you are lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I am about to spit you out of my 

mouth. 17 You say, ‘I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.’ But you do not 

realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked. 

 

2. Are you going to be rewarded for your labour in the Lord? 

 

1 Corinthians 3:5–9 
5 What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only servants, through whom you came to 

believe—as the Lord has assigned to each his task. 6 I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God 

made it grow. 7 So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God, who makes 

things grow. 8 The man who plants and the man who waters have one purpose, and each will be 

rewarded according to his own labor. 9 For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, 

God’s building. 

 

All of us are just servants called to serve God and His Kingdom. Not one of us is better or more 

special than the person next to us. We will all be rewarded according the faithfulness that we have 

shown to God and his Kingdom.  

 

1 Peter 3:15 

 15 But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone 

who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, 

 

There is a huge debate on what it means to be a Christian. 
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It is called the Lordship Salvation controversy.  

 

The one side says that God must be the Lord of your life and the other not. 

 

You have to repent and means to change your mind and now believe that you are no longer lord but 

submit to Jesus’s Lordship of your life. 

 

A Christian is someone that has put their hope and trust in Jesus and accepted His Lordship over 

their lives, end of story and no negotiating. If this is not the case, then you are NOT a Christian.   

 

Ephesians 6:10–12 
10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put on the full armor of God so that you 

can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. 12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, 

but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the 

spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 

 

• the rulers,  

• the authorities,  

• the powers of this dark world and  

• the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 

 

3. You have to grow up into imparters? 

 

1 Corinthians 3:9 
9 For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, God’s building. 

 

Are you going to be a fellow worker in the fields of God or just a spectator? 

 

Hebrews 5:12–14 
12 In fact, though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you the 

elementary truths of God’s word all over again. You need milk, not solid food! 13 Anyone who lives 

on milk, being still an infant, is not acquainted with the teaching about righteousness. 14 But solid 

food is for the mature, who by constant use have trained themselves to distinguish good from evil. 

 

Are you mature and able to distinguish good from evil? 

 

Amen. 

 

Re-Cap: 

 

1. Are you a Spiritual or Worldly Christian? 

2. Are you going to be rewarded for your labour in the Lord? 

3. You have to grow up into imparters? 
 

NOTES: 

................................................................................................................................................................................. 

 

Amen. 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

This sermon was preached by Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke at Haenertsburg Christian Church on the  
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25th November 2018. (c) Dr. Ian F. Loughor-Clarke, Haenertsburg Christian Church.  

For more sermons from Ian go to http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za  Except where 

otherwise noted, Scripture quotations are from the International Version Bible, Copyright © 1985 

by The Zondervan Corporation.  Used by permission. 

All rights reserved. 
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